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The Lost Coin
                                                      By John Shafer

Text: Luke 15:8–10 (KJV)
“Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, 
and sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And when she hath found it, she calleth 
her friends and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece 
which I had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner that repenteth.”

Luke 15 is often called the “Lost and Found Chapter.” It contains three parables: the lost sheep, 
the lost coin, and the prodigal son. Each story reveals the value God places on the lost, and the 
joy that comes when the lost is found.

Now, if we are honest, the lost sheep and the prodigal son usually get most of the attention. But 
right here, tucked in the middle, is a little story about a woman and her coin. Just three verses 
long. But oh, how powerful they are!

Why would Jesus use something as small and ordinary as a coin to teach us about God’s love? 
Because in God’s sight, no soul is too small. No person is insignificant. Every single one of us is 
valuable to Him.

Today, I want us to walk through this parable and see what Jesus is teaching. We’ll look at four 
truths:
1. The Value of the Lost Coin
2. The Diligence of the Search
3. The Joy of the Discovery
4. The Heavenly Application
1. The Value of the Lost Coin

The woman had ten coins. She lost one. To us, one coin doesn’t seem like much. But to her, it 
was precious.

Scholars tell us these coins were likely part of her dowry, often sewn into a headdress worn by 
married women. To lose one was not just a financial loss — it was personal. It represented 
security, identity, and worth.

Spiritually, that coin represents a lost soul. To the world, a soul may not seem worth much. 
People discard one another all the time. Society may say, “They’re too far gone.” But not God. 
One lost soul is worth seeking.

Scripture says:
   •Matthew 16:26 — “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?”
   •Psalm 49:8 — “The redemption of their soul is precious.”
   •1 Peter 1:18–19 — We were redeemed not with silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 



Christ.

Imagine you have a wedding ring — the symbol of your marriage. If it slips off and is lost, you 
won’t shrug and say, “Oh well, I still have my spouse.” No — you’ll search until you find it. 
Why? Because it represents something priceless. That’s how God sees every soul.

Brethren, never think you are worthless. God valued you enough to send His Son to die for you. 
And as the church, we must see others with that same value — every person matters.

2. The Diligence of the Search

What does the woman do? She lights a candle, sweeps the house, and searches diligently until 
she finds the coin.

Notice: she doesn’t give up. She doesn’t wait for the coin to roll back on its own. She takes 
action.

This is a picture of God’s love. He seeks after us. He does not quit when we wander. He keeps 
knocking, keeps calling, keeps shining His light.

Scripture says:
   Luke 19:10 — “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
   John 4:7–26 — Jesus sought the Samaritan woman at the well, someone others would have 
ignored.
   Revelation 3:20 — Jesus stands at the door and knocks.

 Imagine a child goes missing in a store. The mother doesn’t say, “Well, I still have two other 
kids.” No — she searches with all her might. She calls out their name, looks under every rack, 
until she finds her child. That’s how God searches for us.

 This should stir our hearts for evangelism. Souls will not come to Christ by accident. We must 
take the light of God’s Word, sweep away excuses, and diligently seek the lost.

3. The Joy of the Discovery

When the woman finds her coin, she doesn’t keep quiet. She calls her friends and neighbors and 
says, “Rejoice with me!”

This is the natural response to restoration — joy. What was lost has been found.

Scripture says:
   Psalm 126:3 — “The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad.”
   Acts 8:39 — The Ethiopian eunuch went on his way rejoicing after baptism.
   Romans 5:11 — We joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Think about when someone is baptized. The water ripples, the new brother or sister rises up, and



what happens? Smiles, tears, hugs, songs. Why? Because we are witnessing a great  moment — 
when a soul restored to God.

Brethren, never let baptism become routine. Never let repentance feel ordinary. Every salvation 
is a cause for celebration.

4. The Heavenly Application

Jesus ends the parable with this truth: “There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth.”

Heaven rejoices over repentance. Every time a sinner turns back to God there is joy, great joy.

Scripture says:
   Luke 15:7 — There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents.
   Hebrews 12:22–23 — We are part of the heavenly family with angels and the church of the 
firstborn.
   Revelation 5:11–12 — Angels surround the throne, rejoicing in the Lamb who redeems.

Picture heaven’s angels erupting into song when one sinner repents. Imagine the angels saying, 
“Another one has come home!” That is what happens every time someone obeys the gospel.

 Maybe you think your life is too broken, your sins too heavy. Friend, if you repent, heaven will 
rejoice. God isn’t waiting to condemn you — He is longing to celebrate your return.

The parable of the lost coin teaches us powerful truths:
1. The Value of the Lost Coin — every soul is precious to God.
2. The Diligence of the Search — God seeks the lost, and so must we.
3. The Joy of the Discovery — salvation brings rejoicing on earth.
4. The Heavenly Application — heaven celebrates when a sinner repents.

And so I ask you today: are you the lost coin? If so, God is searching for you right now. He has 
lit the candle of His Word. He is sweeping away the dust of sin. And He will not stop searching.
Will you allow yourself to be found? Will you repent, turn to Christ, and bring joy not only to 
your family, not only to this church, but to the very angels of heaven?

“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 
 
 



The Prodigal Son
(Luke 15:11–32)

By Russ Earl
 

 Introduction
In Luke chapter 15, Jesus tells a series of parables about things that are lost—a sheep, a coin, and
finally, a son. Each one builds on the last, but the parable of the prodigal son is the most 
personal. It is not just about something lost—it is about someone who chose to leave.
This is a parable about the heart. It shows us what sin does to a person, what repentance looks 
like, and how God responds when someone comes back.

The Rebellion of the Younger Son
Jesus begins by describing a younger son who makes a shocking request. He asks his father for 
the portion of goods that would eventually belong to him. In that culture, this was not a normal 
request—it was deeply disrespectful. It was as if he were saying, “I want what you have, but I 
don’t want you.”
That mindset is not unique to him. It reflects a principle found in the Book of Proverbs: “There is
a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 
14:12). The prodigal believed his path was better. He trusted his own thinking rather than his 
father's wisdom.
After receiving his inheritance, he left for a far country. That distance was not just 
physical—it was spiritual. Sin always involves separation. It pulls a person away from what is
right and places them in a position where they begin to rely on themselves rather than on God.
Jesus tells us that he wasted his substance with riotous living. The word “wasted” is important. 
He did not invest it. He did not use it wisely. He consumed it. What he had been given was 
treated as something disposable.
That reflects the warning found in the Book of Ecclesiastes. Solomon spent much of his life 
pursuing pleasure, wealth, and experience, only to conclude that life without God is “vanity.” 
The prodigal son was living out that same lesson. He thought fulfillment would come through 
freedom and pleasure, but instead, it led to emptiness.
Eventually, a famine arose. What once seemed enjoyable suddenly became unsustainable. That is
often how sin works. It may feel satisfying for a time, but it cannot support a person when 
difficulty comes. The prodigal found himself in want. He attached himself to a citizen of that 
country and was sent into the fields to feed swine. For a Jewish audience, that detail would have 
been especially striking. He had fallen to one of the lowest points imaginable.
He became so desperate that he desired to eat the husks given to the swine, yet no one gave him 
anything. Sin had taken him from abundance to emptiness, from dignity to desperation. The 
peace he thought he would find was gone. This reflects a consistent theme in the Book of 
Psalms—life apart from God does not bring rest. It brings unrest, confusion, and 
dissatisfaction.



The Realization of the Younger Son
In Luke 15:17, everything begins to change with a simple but powerful statement: “And when he
came to himself…”
Sin distorts thinking. It convinces people that what is wrong is right and that temporary 
pleasure is worth the lasting consequences. But eventually, reality sets in. The prodigal began to 
think clearly again.
Proverbs warns, “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool” (Proverbs 28:26). That is exactly 
what the prodigal had done. He had trusted his own judgment, and it led him into ruin. Now, for 
the first time since leaving home, he sees things as they truly are.
He remembers his father. He recalls that even the hired servants in his father’s house have 
enough bread to spare. This memory is important because it shows that he had not forgotten his 
father's goodness—he had chosen to walk away from it.
Psalm 34:8 says, “O taste and see that the LORD is good.” The prodigal had experienced that 
goodness before. Now, in contrast to his current condition, he recognizes just how much he has 
lost.
But recognition alone is not enough. He goes further. He says, “I will arise and go to my father, 
and will say unto him, I have sinned…”
There is no excuse in his words. He does not blame his circumstances, the famine, or the people 
around him. He takes responsibility. This reflects the principle taught in Ecclesiastes that God 
will bring every work into judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:14). Accountability is unavoidable, and 
repentance begins when a person accepts that responsibility.

The Return of the Younger Son
The next verse tells us, “And he arose, and came to his father.” That may seem simple, but it is 
critical. He did not just feel regret—he acted.
Faith must move into action, not remain as mere intention. Sadly, some never take the step to 
return. The prodigal did.
What happens next is one of the most powerful pictures in all of Scripture. While the son is still a
great way off, his father sees him. This suggests that the father had been watching, waiting, and 
hoping for his return.
Jesus says the Father had compassion, ran to him, embraced him, and kissed him. This is not the 
response of a man looking to punish—it is the response of a father longing to restore.
Psalm 103:8 describes God as “merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.” 
That is exactly what we see here. He responds to a returning heart.
Before the son can finish his prepared speech, the father calls for the best robe, a ring, and shoes.
Each of these represents restoration. He is not received as a servant—he is restored as a son.
This reminds us of the conclusion of Ecclesiastes: the purpose of life is found in a right 
relationship with God (Ecclesiastes 12:13)  . The prodigal’s greatest need was not food or 
money—it was restoration. And that is exactly what he received.



The Reaction of the Older Brother
At this point, the focus shifts. The older brother returns from the field and hears music and 
dancing. When he learns what has happened, he becomes angry and refuses to go in.
On the surface, the older brother appears faithful. He stayed home. He worked. He did what was 
expected. But his reaction reveals something deeper—his heart is not aligned with his father.
Proverbs 21:2 says, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the 
hearts.” The older brother believed he was right. He saw himself as deserving and his brother as 
undeserving.
His words to his father are revealing: “Lo, these many years do I serve thee…” He describes his 
relationship in terms of service, not love. He viewed himself more as a servant than a son.
His anger shows that he did not understand grace. Instead of rejoicing, he resented the mercy 
shown to his brother. Psalm 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law.” But the 
older brother had no peace—only bitterness. That is what pride produces.

The Father’s Plea
The father goes out to him and pleads with him. This is important. The father seeks both 
sons—the one who left and the one who stayed.
He reminds the older brother, “Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.” The older 
brother had never lacked anything. His problem was not a lack of blessing—it was a lack of 
appreciation.
Psalm 23:1 says, “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” The older brother had what he 
needed, but he could not see it because his heart was focused on comparison instead of gratitude.
The father then explains why it was necessary to rejoice: “For this thy brother was dead, and is 
alive again; and was lost, and is found.” Restoration is worth celebrating. Heaven rejoices when 
the lost return, and so should we.

Lessons for Us Today
This parable speaks directly to us.
Sin still deceives. Proverbs reminds us that what seems right can lead to destruction. People still 
leave God, thinking they will find something better, only to discover emptiness.
Life without God is still empty. Ecclesiastes proves that no amount of pleasure, success, or 
independence can replace a relationship with Him.
God is still merciful. The Psalms repeatedly reminds us that He is compassionate and ready to 
receive those who return.
It is not enough to feel regret. Like the prodigal, we must arise and go.
 

Conclusion



The prodigal son is a lesson for us still today.
At times, we may find ourselves like the younger son, having gone astray and needing to return. 
At other times, we may struggle like the older brother, failing to extend grace and mercy.
But through it all, one truth remains constant: the Father is ready to receive the repentant back.
The question is—
Will you arise and go?
 

 
 



 
The Lost Sheep

By Corey Johnson
 
Introduction

The parable of “The Lost Sheep” appears in two of the four gospel accounts—Matthew 18:12–14
and Luke 15:1–7. In Matthew’s account, it illustrates Christ’s limitless care for His people. In 
Luke’s account, it serves as a rebuttal to the Pharisees’ criticism of Him, while still 
demonstrating that same limitless care. In both accounts, Jesus is attempting to persuade those 
who claim to be disciples of God to love the lost as deeply as He does.

In Matthew’s account, Jesus is instructing His twelve disciples on how to truly love people. This 
teaching is prompted by their question they asked in Matthew 18:1: “Who is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven?” Their question revealed that they did not yet understand what being a 
disciple of Christ was truly about. They were still expecting Christ to be an earthly king who 
would sit on an earthly throne with an earthly court. In Matthew 20:21, the mother of the sons of 
Zebedee asked that her sons be granted the privilege of sitting on Jesus’ right and left in His 
kingdom. In Mark’s account, the sons themselves are portrayed as asking the 
question—demonstrating the deep-seated misconception they held about the nature of Jesus’ 
kingdom.

Jesus’ answer in Matthew 18:1–11 reveals much about the mindset of His disciples. They wanted
to know who would be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, expecting an answer involving 
power or position—someone sitting on the right or left. Instead, Jesus told them to become like a
child and be humble (Matt. 18:3–5). His answer was intended to shift their motivation from 
selfishness, pride, and ambition to humility, compassion, and obedience. Then, in verses 6–11, 
He continued molding their attitude and character. This teaching naturally exposes how their 
inward focus had blinded them to the spiritual condition of those around them. With their minds 
fixed on status, they were unable to see the danger their attitudes posed to others.

This becomes even clearer when we observe how their dispute could have affected their 
treatment of one another. At this point, the disciples were more concerned with their personal 
status in the kingdom, as they had just been disputing among themselves about who would be the
greatest (Luke 9:46). Most of the time in such a dispute as this, they would  not be concerned 
about the feelings of the other person or whether they might offend them. They simply wanted to
be right so they could be the greatest. It might not even have mattered to them in that moment if 
the other person lost their soul and walked away from Christ.

Jesus reminded them that discipleship is not about winning arguments or proving oneself 
right—it is about having the right attitude and caring for others. His warning was clear: if your 
attitude is wrong, and you argue about the wrong things—such as power or being right for the 
sake of being right—and someone loses their soul because of it, “it were better for him that a 



millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 
18:6). Jesus’ main point was: stop caring so much about yourself and start caring about others. 
This mindset placed their own desires above the spiritual well-being of those around them, 
revealing how easily pride can overshadow compassion. Such an attitude set the stage for Jesus 
to confront their thinking even more directly. Jesus words left no doubt about the kind of heart 
His disciples were expected to develop. And this same spirit of humility and selfless concern
would later be echoed by other inspired writers.

Paul echoed this in Philippians 2:3–4: “ Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things of others.” The most important aspect of our Christian 
walk is not whether we can win arguments, but whether we are right with God. Jesus came to 
win souls—not arguments. Matthew 18:11 records, “For the Son of Man has come to save that 
which was lost.” In verses 8–10, Jesus emphasized removing anything that causes us to sin and 
focus on being obedient to God. When everything else is stripped away, two things truly matter: 
whether we are going to heaven, and how many people we can help get there with us.

This leads us to Matthew’s account of the parable of the lost sheep: care about your brother if he 
is lost. In Matthew’s record, the emphasis rests squarely on how disciples ought to view and treat
a fellow disciple who hath gone astray. But the same parable, as recorded by another inspired 
writer, widens the lens even further.

Luke presents the same teaching in a different setting, revealing another dimension of the Lord’s 
concern for the lost. In Luke’s account, Jesus is dealing with the heart condition of the Pharisees 
and scribes. They accused Him of eating with sinners. In Matthew’s account, He taught His 
disciples to care when a fellow brother is lost. In Luke’s account, He teaches the Pharisees and 
scribes that they should care about everyone’s soul—not just their fellow Israelites. He refutes 
their accusation by showing them the heart of God. Although the setting and audience differ 
from Matthew’s account, the underlying issue remains the same: a heart elevated by pride cannot
see the value of the souls around it. Luke’s record exposes the same spiritual blindness from a 
different angle.

This parallel becomes even clearer when we consider the disciple’s own struggle with pride. The 
disciples in Matthew 18 were disputing who was the greatest. The Pharisees did not need to 
dispute—they already believed they were the greatest. In Matthew 23:1–12, Jesus warned them 
about hypocrisy, imposing burdens they would not lift themselves, performing spiritual tasks for 
recognition, and seeking honor and status above others. They wanted to discredit Jesus to 
demonstrate their superiority. Jesus gave them this simple parable to show how much He loved 
people, how much they should love people, and how much they themselves needed His 
love—because their accusation revealed how lost they were in their arrogance.

Verse-by-Verse Breakdown of Matthew 18:12–14



Verse 12 — “ How thank ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone 
astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh 
that which is gone astray?”

The Thought Question and the Work Involved

Jesus begins with a question—“How think ye?” which means “what do you think?” This 
question forced them to reflect on how they were treating one another. This reflection is 
necessary, because the entire context of Matthew 18:1-11 exposes how deeply they had violated 
the Golden Rule. Their dispute over who would be the greatest, their desire for position, and 
their willingness to elevate themselves at the expense of one another all demonstrate that they 
were not treating their brethren the way they wanted to be treated. They should have been 
applying the Golden Rule: “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Matt. 7:12). They would not have 
wanted to be treated the way they were treating their brethren. This background explains why 
Jesus began the parable with the thought-provoking question—He was confronting the very 
attitude that had led them to violate this principle. In doing so, Jesus was redirecting them away 
from selfish ambition and toward a genuine concern for the lost.

Immediately after the Golden Rule, Jesus said: “Enter ye in at the straight gate…” (Matt. 
7:13–14). He makes it clear that hypocrisy—treating others differently than how you want to be 
treated—is walking the broad path to destruction. Matthew 7:12 ends with a statement that ties 
directly to the two greatest commandments and is very similar “for this is the law and the 
prophets”— (Matt. 22:36–40). By bringing the disciples face to face with the lost sheep in verse 
12, Jesus is applying that same principle to their current situation. The statements in both 
Matthew 7:12 and Matthew 22:40 should remind us today of the warning Jesus had just given to 
them in Matthew 18:6–11—that failing to treat others properly carries eternal consequences, and 
that it is better to drown in the sea, cut off your own foot, or pluck out your own eye than to 
displease God by mistreating one of His children.

In the parable of the lost sheep Jesus wanted them to meditate on the seriousness of being 
lost—whether it was themselves or their brother. The idea of being lost is frightening. Then, He 
wanted them to consider how important the lost are to Him. What does a shepherd do when one 
sheep goes astray? The answer is obvious: he goes after it. Every sheep matters.

One sheep out of a hundred may not seem significant, but if you ignore one, then another, and 
then another, eventually you have no flock left. Sadly, this is happening in many congregations 
today. One sheep goes astray, and no one goes after it. How absurd would that be for a shepherd?
If even one sheep matters this much to the Lord, then those entrusted with the care of his people 
must reflect that same priority. The principle naturally leads to the practical question of who 
bears the responsibility within the Church.



Scripture answers this clearly. This is one of the responsibilities of shepherds in the church—to 
go after the sheep that go astray and to teach the congregation to do the same (Acts 20:28–30; 1 
Pet. 5:1–4). To find the one who has gone missing, you must leave the ninety-nine and seeketh 
the one who is straying. The word “seeketh” implies work.

Paul told Timothy that shepherding requires hard work: “Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine” (1 Tim. 5:17). 
For the disciples, Jesus was teaching them that instead of arguing with their brothers, their 
responsibility was to seek the lost. Arguing over irrelevant issues is a waste of time. Seeking the 
lost is our responsibility. The work of shepherding, then, is not an abstract concept but a 
demanding, hands on commitment to the spiritual welfare of God’s people. And Paul did not 
limit this responsibility to elders alone—he also charged entire congregations to share in the 
work of restoring the fallen.

This broader application is seen clearly in his words to the Galatian churches and in the words of 
James in the book that bears his name. Paul commanded the churches of Galatia: “ Brethren, if a 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such and one in the spirit of 
meekness…” (Gal. 6:1). James wrote: “he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death…” (James 5:19–20). These inspired admonitions reveal that genuine
concern for the spiritually vulnerable is not optional but central to Christian character. Jesus 
himself illustrated this truth with unmistakable clarity.

He showed what this responsibility looks like in practice. Jesus said the shepherd must “goeth 
into the mountains” to seek the straying sheep. Mountains are rough, difficult terrain. Jesus was 
teaching them to love an erring brother enough to be uncomfortable. Helping an erring brother is 
like climbing a mountain—you will face judgmental attitudes, bitterness, personal attacks, and 
fear of inadequacy. Success requires a willingness to fight an uphill battle that is exhausting and 
uncomfortable. And this battle comes on top of all the other stresses of life—yet we must not 
stop fighting it.

Verse 13 — “ And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoices more of that 
sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray.”

The Party

Jesus begins with the phrase “And if so be that he find it.” This reminds us that everyone has free
will. Not every lost sheep will be found. Some are so lost, and have been lost for so long, that the
journey home seems impossible. Some do not know they are lost. Some know they are lost and 
no longer care.

But if someone reaches out early enough, the lost sheep may still see the path. They may have 
wandered, but they can still find their way back—and if love is shown, they often will.



This applied directly to the disciples. Their initial work would be reaching out to their lost 
brethren. In Matthew 10:5–7, Jesus gave them the Limited Commission: “Go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” They needed training from the Master to do this work. Having 
confronted their attitudes, Jesus strengthened his point with a statement marked by unmistakable 
authority.

The word “verily” shows Jesus’ confidence in the truth of what He is saying. The shepherd will 
certainly rejoice over the return of even one lost sheep. Jesus’ point to His disciples was simple: 
have the attitude of the owner of the sheep—rejoice. Having spoken with such certainty, Jesus 
reinforced his point by showing what true spiritual leadership looks like in practice.

In John 10:11–15, Jesus contrasts the Good Shepherd with the hireling, who does not care for the
sheep. The apostles would lead the church, and they needed the heart of the owner, not the 
hireling. They would face many struggles and could not run away. This contrast highlights the 
heart of true shepherding: a willingness to pursue the one who is in danger, no matter how hard it
is.

At this moment, the lost brother was more important than the ninety-nine who had not gone 
astray. The ninety-nine were safe. The one was in danger. The rejoicing of the father in the 
parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11–32) illustrates the depth of joy that should accompany 
the return of a lost soul.

Verse 14 — “Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these 
little ones should perish.”

Jesus expresses the will of the Father—that none of His children be lost. This truth is found 
throughout Scripture: Ezekiel 18:23; Ezekiel 33:11; 1 Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9. This must be 
important to every disciple of Christ today. It is recorded for us for the same reason it was 
spoken to them—to remind us of how important saving our brethren is to the Father.

Luke’s account carries the same meaning with a few distinctions. The audience is different—the 
Pharisees and scribes. This account serves as a rebuttal to their accusation that Jesus ate with 
sinners. Jesus’ answer shows that He came to save the lost—anyone who is lost. Luke 15:7 gives
the heart of the rebuttal: everyone is important, not just the people the Pharisees valued.

Conclusion:

When Jesus spoke the parable of the lost sheep, He was not giving a lesson in livestock 
management—He was revealing the heart of God. Whether He was correcting the selfish 
ambition of His disciples or rebuking the arrogance of the Pharisees, His message was the same: 
every soul matters. Not one is expendable. Not one is forgotten. Not one is beyond His concern.

If the Lord cares enough to leave the ninety-nine and climb the mountains for one lost soul, then 
His disciples must learn to care the same way. We cannot be people who argue while our 



brethren wander. We cannot be people who protect our comfort while others drift toward 
destruction. We cannot be people who rejoice in our own safety while ignoring those in danger.

The will of the Father is clear—“that not one of these little ones should perish.” If that is His 
will, then it must become ours. Our task is simple, but not easy: seek the lost, love the lost, and 
rejoice when the lost return. 



The Parable of the Talents
By: Landon Rowell

Introduction

The topic that I was given to cover is found in Matthew 25:14-30 and is most often titled 
“Parable of the Talents.” Now the parable Jesus gives in this text is about three men and their 
master. 

The master is going away on a journey, and he entrusts several talents to these three men. One of
the servants is made a steward of five of the master’s talents, another servant is made a steward 
of two of the master’s talents, while the third servant is made a steward over a single talent 
belonging to his master. 

Before we go any further, we need to grasp the magnitude of what these men have been entrusted
with. A talent is the largest measure of weight in the Old Testament, around seventy-five pounds.
In the New Testament it was the largest named quantity of money, twenty times an average 
laborer’s yearly wage.

In 2025 the average median household income in America was $62,192, which means, in today’s
economy, a talent would be worth a little over $1.2 million. Taking that into account, the first 
steward would have been given, in today’s value, roughly $6.2 million, while the second steward
would have been given $2.5 million, and the last steward approximately $1.2 million. 

In Matthew 25 we read what each of the servants did with what they had each been made 
stewards of. The servant over five talents made five more talents (Matthew 25:16). The servant 
over two talents made two more talents (Matthew 25:17). But the third servant took his one 
talent and buried it (Matthew 25:18). 

When the master returned, he made his stewards give an account of what they had done with the 
talents they had been given. Upon hearing of what the first servant had done the master told this 
steward, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:21). To 
the second servant, after hearing what he had done, the master told him, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of they lord” (Matthew 25:23). Unfortunately for the third servant 
who buried the talent given to him, the master responded to his use of that talent by saying, 
“Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where
I have not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at
my coming I should have received mine own with usury. Take therefore the talent from him, and
give it unto him which hath ten talents…And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness:
there shall be weeping an gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:24-28, 30). 



One of the reasons this parable is so powerful is because we are given such wonderful insight 
into one specific aspect of God’s relationship (the Master) has with us (his stewards) as found in 
1 Peter 4:10. 

So we will focus on three vital aspects of what it means to live as God’s stewards, by first 
noticing the necessity of not losing sight of the fact that… 
 

Stewardship Isn’t Ownership

The truth of the matter is, we own nothing and yet, as humans begin to collect more and more 
material items and become successful financially, we often start believing they are the only 
reason for their prosperity. 

In the parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 we find this very thing takes place. In just three 
little verses the “rich fool” focuses on himself and his accomplishments some eleven times.

This is a reason why God spends as much time as he does dealing with being content with what 
we have and not lusting after financial gain. As I heard someone say one time, “more money 
more problems.” Humans have a tendency to make “mammon or money” their master instead of 
God (Matthew 6:24). Humans have a habit of “loving money” more than loving the one who is 
responsible for blessing them with that money (1 Timothy 6:9-10). It’s no wonder the Hebrew 
writer, through inspiration, wrote, “Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 
content with such things as ye have” (Hebrews 13:5). Within our parable we find how to 
accomplish not becoming covetous and a lover of money. 

We do this by remembering that all that we have belongs to another and that we are simply 
stewards of it. The psalmist said it this way in Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the LORD’s, and the 
fulness thereof; The world, and they that dwell therein.” In Haggai 2:8 we find this boldly 
declared by God, “The silver is mine, the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.” 

However, this simple but profound truth is best illustrated by David’s observation in 1 
Chronicles 29:1-14. David begins accumulating what he felt would be needed to build the 
Temple of God. In this passage David mentions the three-thousand talents of gold and seven-
thousand talents of silver that had been given for the building of the Temple. Just to give us an 
idea of the value here, today, this would have been roughly $15.8 billion in gold and $609 
million in silver by today’s prices. That only scratches the surface of what was gathered by 
David for this project and yet after all that we find David making this profound recognition in 1 
Chronicles 29:14, “But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so 
willingly after this sort? For all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 

Every material thing we have in this world, we have been blessed by God with and made 
stewards over. We should be content with what we have and rely fully on God, because it is God 
who has given us all that we have to be content with (1 Timothy 6:6-8). 



Understanding stewardship allows us to better serve our Creator, our Master, who has made us 
his stewards. 

This brings us to our second lesson on stewardship from our parable of the talents and that is…
 

Stewardship Isn’t Idleness

Our Master wants production and throughout the scriptures we find God stating and 
demonstrating his desire for his children to be productive. When it comes to our physical work 
ethic, we are to be productive (Colossians 3:23-24; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). When it comes to 
our spiritual work ethic, we are to be even more productive (Titus 3:14; Ephesians 2:10). 

Now it’s important that we point out what the parable makes clear concerning our productivity. 
Our production isn’t based on other people’s productivity, but what God knows we “ought” to be
doing. 

In Hebrews 5:12 we learn that God has a standard of “ought” and from an individual perspective 
God holds us individually where we ought to be in expectation. This is clearly demonstrated in 
Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 wherein we find individuals are 
all different and all play a vital role in making the whole, though with different abilities. 

The point is this, God expects us all, as his stewards, to be productive, but everyone’s 
productivity is based on where God knows we “ought” to be (Colossians 1:10). 

If we want to hear the wonderful words of the five and two talent stewards, we must be 
productive with what God has given us. We must not sit idly by and do nothing for the cause of 
Christ, and our upward call. Wwe must be productive.

The third lesson I wanted us to consider from our parable of the talents is…
 

Stewardship Reaps What It Sows

Timothy George, in his commentary on the book of Galatians writes, “There will be a payday 
someday because ‘a man reaps what he sows.’ You cannot outwit God; the crop you plant in the 
soil in the spring will inevitably sprout forth into the harvest of the fall.” 1

The five and two talent men produced what they “ought” to produce and they reaped their reward
of hearing “well done, good and faithful servant.”

As stewards of God if we want to reap the same reward, we too must seek to be both good and 
faithful.

Good servants are seeking to do good with the finances God has made them stewards over 
(Proverbs 3:9-10; Proverbs 19:17). Good servants are also seeking to do good with the skills God



has made us stewards of (Romans 12:3-8). If we want to reap the reward of the five and two 
talent men, we too must sow “good.” 

But just sowing good is not the whole expectation, if that were the case then we could earn with 
merit alone, our salvation. No, being good must be coupled with being faithful. 

Faithful servants, those that trust God, are the opposite of the unprofitable servant. This man did 
not trust his master; he only feared him. As God’s stewards we must sow good based on our trust
or faith in our master. This means, our motives behind all that we do, is based on trusting God 
(Matthew 5:8; Jeremiah 29:13). If we want to reap, “seeing God,” we must sow good from a 
faithful heart (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

All stewardship will reap what it sows. However, when it comes to being God’s stewards, the 
“payday” is far more consequential or as Craig Blomberg noted, “Good stewardship of little 
things brings greater privilege and responsibility. Poor stewardship leads to losing even what one
has.” 2

The fact of the matter is, all stewards will reap one of two responses from their master. Either 
they will hear “well done, good and faithful servant” or they will hear “you wicked and slothful 
servant.” 
 

Conclusion

The Parable of the Talents encourages us to be stewards of God that will hear those blessed 
words “enter thou into the joy of they lord.” 
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THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT
By Jesse Dickison

(Matthew 18:23–35)

INTRODUCTION: PETER’S QUESTION ABOUT FORGIVENESS. 
“Then came Peter and said to him, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive
him? until seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times; but, Until
seventy times seven” 
(Matthew 18:21-22, KJV).

Peter was striving to be generous in asking about seven times. The Talmud, representing the
Jewish ideas of that time concerning forgiveness, prescribed only three times. Jesus makes it
clear that forgiveness actually knows no limits. To forgive seventy times seven (490) times)in a
literal sense would require a keeping of books against every brother, which would be ridiculous.

Peter’s question leads directly to Jesus’ parable found in the text of our lesson: “Therefore is the
kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, who would make a reckoning with his servants.
And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, that owed him ten thousand
talents. But forasmuch as he had not wherewith to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and
his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell
down and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And the
lord of that servant, being moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. But
that servant went out, and found one of his fellow-servants, who owed him a hundred shillings:
and he laid hold on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay what thou owest. So his fellow-
servant fell down and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee. And he
would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay that which was due. So when his
fellow-servants saw what was done, they were exceeding sorry, and came and told unto their lord
all that was done. Then his lord called him unto him, and saith to him, Thou wicked servant, I
forgave thee all that debt, because thou besoughtest me: shouldest not thou also have had mercy
on thy fellow-servant, even as I had mercy on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to
the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due. So shall also my heavenly Father do unto you,
if ye forgive not every one his brother from your hearts.”
(Matthew 18:23-35, KJV).

This is not merely a story--it is a revelation of the heart of God and the expectation placed upon
those who have received mercy.

I. THE GREAT DEBT WE COULD NOT PAY (MATTHEW 18:23-27).
A. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a king who takes account of his servants.

One is brought who owes “ten thousand talents”--an unpayable debt. When he cannot pay, the
command is given for judgment. The servant falls down and pleads for patience. 

B. Then comes one of the most powerful statements in Scripture: “The lord of that
servant was moved with compassion...and forgave him the debt.” This is the picture of God
toward us. Consider the following passages: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned



every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). “For
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23). “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

C. Our debt was not merely large--it was impossible! Yet we read... “In whom we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;”
(Ephesians 1:7). “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the
dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood” (Revelation 1:5).  “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with
corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without
spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19). 

D. Truth: We are not forgiven because we can repay--We are forgiven because God is
compassionate.

II. THE SMALL DEBTS OTHERS OWE US (MATTHEW 18:28–30).
A. The same servant goes out and finds a fellow servant who owes him “an hundred

pence”-- a tiny amount in comparison.

B. This frenzy to collect might have been somewhat pardonable had the lord still been
demanding his debt, but, that debt being forgiven, such harsh conduct was inexcusable (J.
W. McGarvey). He does not show compassion. Instead: He seizes him--demands payment--casts
him into prison. The contrast is intentional: Ten thousand talents versus one hundred pence
(KJV). McGarvey: If silver talents--about $16 million; if gold talents--about $320 million. 100
shillings --about $17.00. Infinite mercy received versus minimal mercy refused

C. Scripture reinforces this principle: “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another,
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye” (Colossians
3:13). “and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also in
Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32, ASV).

D. Truth: Every offense against us is small compared to our offense against God.

III. THE REVEALING OF AN UNFORGIVING HEART (MATTHEW 18:31–33).
A. Other servants see what happens and are “very sorry.” They report it to the King.

God as our true King needs no report from others--He already knows everything about us--every
action, every word: “O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me. Thou knowest my
downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my
path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind and before, and
laid thine hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain
unto it.” (Psalms 139:1-6).



Lack of forgiveness never stays private--it affects families, churches & relationships. The king
calls the man back and says: O thou wicked servant...I forgave thee all that debt: Shouldest not 
thou also have had compassion…?”

B. The king reminded him of the mercy he had received. Mercy received should produce
mercy given: “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:36). “For he
shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against
judgment” (James 2:13). 

C. Unforgiveness reveals something deeper: It is ot a memory problem--not a personality
issue. It is a heart problem! Jesus taught this plainly: “O generation of vipers, how can ye, being
evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:
34). “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but
their heart is far from me” (Matthew 15:8). 

D. Imagine owing a debt so large you could never repay it--not in your lifetime, not in a
thousand lifetimes. Then one day, the person you owe looks at you and says, “You don’t owe me
anything anymore.” What do you feel? Relief? Freedom? Gratitude? Now imagine walking out
of that meeting--and finding someone who owes you less than $20--and grabbing them,
demanding payment, and throwing them in jail. That sounds unthinkable! But Jesus says--that’s
exactly what unforgiveness looks like.

E. Truth: Refusing to forgive proves we have not truly embraced the mercy given to us.

IV. THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES OF UNFORGIVENESS (MATTHEW 18:34).
A. His Lord is angry and delivers him to the tormentors until he pays all. This is a

sobering warning. Jesus had already taught: “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:15). “And when ye stand praying, forgive,
if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses” (Mark 11:25). “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not
be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven” (Luke 6:37).

B. Unforgiveness brings: Spiritual bondage. “Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say
unto you, Every one that committeth sin is the bondservant of sin” (John 8:34). Broken
fellowship with God. “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth” (1 John 1:6). Inner torment. 

C. Truth: Forgiveness is not optional--it is essential.

V. FORGIVENESS MUST COME FROM THE HEART (MATTHEW 18:35).
A. God is not looking for: Words only--Outward actions only

B. He requires: Heart-level forgiveness. “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and
railing, be put away from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving each other, even as God also in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:31-32, ASV).



C. Truth: True forgiveness is inward, sincere, and complete.

CONCLUSION: 
1. This parable brings us face to face with three realities: We owed a debt we could

never repay. God forgave us freely through compassion. We are now commanded to forgive
others the same way

2. The question is not: Do they deserve forgiveness?--The question is: Did we deserve the
forgiveness we received?”

3. This afternoon, there are two kinds of people: 1) Those who need forgiveness from
God. You are the servant still in debt. But God is still willing to forgive. 2) Those who need to
forgive someone else. You’ve been holding on--replaying it--carrying it. Today, you need to
release it.

4. A final exhortation: 1) Remember your forgiveness (Matthew 18:27). 2) Reflect on and
then reflect God’s compassion (Matthew 18:33). 3) Release others from their debts (Matthew
18:30). 4) Respond from the heart--(Matthew 18:35).

5. Because “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7).



The Parable of the Leaven
Matthew 13:33, Luke 13:20-21

Zac Hall
 
Thesis: To have a better understanding of the parable of the leaven.
 
Introduction.

1. When one considers Jesus, He was the master teacher.
2. One of the ways in which he taught was by the use of parables.

a. This is the Greek word παραβολή (parabole) it is a compound word that means to 
cast or throw beside.

b. It is comparing one thing to another.
c. Sometimes we will define this as an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.

3. Jesus would use these to make His message clear for all listeners.
4. Jesus speaking in parables is a fulfilment of prophecy (Psalm 78:2).
5. The parable we are going to consider is a kingdom parable.

a. This would be a parable about the church.
b. The word kingdom and church are synonymous (Matthew 16:18-19).
c. We will consider the parable of the leaven it is found in Matthew 13:33 and Luke 

13:20-21).
6. This is a parable that we may not always study, we may not even be as familiar with it as 

we are with some of the other parables, we have heard sermons on today.
7. However, this does not lessen the importance of this parable nor the value it has.

 
I. A Look at Leaven

A. Definition
1. Leaven

a. Greek word ζύμη (zyme) it means leaven or yeast.
b. Websters - a substance (such as yeast) used to produce fermentation in dough or a

liquid.
2. If you have ever baked bread, then you know you know you only need a small 

amount of yeast. You mix it in and wait while the leaven slowly and quietly works its 
way through the dough causing it to rise.

3. It is a noticeable change.
B. Usage

1. This word is found 13 times in the New Testament and is often used metaphorically.
a. Matthew 13:33, 16:6, 16:11, 16:12; Mark 8:15x2; Luke 12:1, 13:21; 1 Corinthians

5:6, 5:7, 5:8x2; and Galatians 5:9.
2. Leaven is applied to that substance, which is small in quantity, yet thoroughly 

pervades a thing by its influence.
3. In scripture the word can be used in a positive way as in our text.
4. In a negative way such as in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 - sin spreads.

II. The Parable
A. Text



1. Matthew 13:33 - Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of 
meal, till the whole was leavened.

2. Luke 13:20-21 - And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? It 
is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till the 
whole was leavened.

3. In this illustration, Jesus likens the kingdom to leaven as it slowly but surely moves 
from one particle of meal or flour to another until it has leavened the whole amount.
a. “Three measures” would be like our saying three cups of flour.

4. Notice there is nothing grand or outgoing, just a quiet and steady influence.
B. Jesus is saying the kingdom of heaven the church will spread like leaven.

1. Consider what J.W McGarvey said concerning this parable, “It is the property of 
leaven that it quietly but certainly diffuses itself through the mass in which it is 
placed. The kingdom of heaven is like it, in that it spreads itself in like manner 
through human society.

C. The parable is prophetic and its fulfillment is constantly going on.
III. Application

A. There are two ways to consider the kingdom and how it is like leaven.
B. The spread of the Gospel.

1. Jesus gave the command to go in to all the world and preach (Mark 16:15-16).
a. 15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature.16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.

b. Note this is not a suggestion, it is a command.
c. For the kingdom to spread like leaven we must be active in the kingdom.

2. Jesus instructed how the gospel was going to spread (Acts 1:8).
3. Paul indicates this was accomplished (Colossians 1:23).

a. 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister

b. This proves evangelism works if we as Christians are active in the spread of the 
gospel.

4. So, this means we need to be the answer to this parable.
a. Are we going out into the world and helping the kingdom of God spread?
b. Are we telling other the good news of Jesus Christ?

5. Jesus would say we are lights of the world (Matthew 5:14-16).
a. Think about light and how it spreads.
b. Leaven is the same way it doesn’t stay in one place it spreads.

C. The transformation of a person in the kingdom.
1. Jesus would say that the kingdom is within us (Luke 17:21).

a. Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is 
within you.

b. The kingdom of God is not of this world (John 18:36).
c. The kingdom of God is composed of the reign of Christ in our hearts, and that 

reign cannot be observed. However, the results of that reign can be observed.
d. Hence the parable of the leaven.



2. When one obeys the gospel, they change (Ephesians 4:22-24).
3. Paul says that our lives are to be transformed (Romans 12:1-2).
4. This transformation means to leave sinful life behind (James 1:21).
5. When one puts leaven into something it does not stay the same it goes through a 

change.
6. We cannot stay what we were if we are apart of the kingdom of God.

 
Conclusion

1. The parable of the leaven is a simple parable.
2. It is an unfamiliar (not well known) parable.
3. However, it is a powerful parable.
4. The kingdom of God may have began small, but it has grown and should continue to 

grow.
a. It is to grow throughout all the world.

5. The gospel is leaven to us.
6. This is to say we are changing our lives for the better.
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                                                                The Wicked Vinedressers

                                              References:  Isaiah 5:1-11, Mark 12:1-12, Matthew 21:33-46

                                                                           Bill Goring

Hear another parable: A certain man was a housemaster (or homeowner) who planted a 
�Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G������Now there are six things he is going to list here that he did. ���7�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���R�Q�H���L�V���S�O�D�Q�W���D��
�Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�������7�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���L�V���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���,�V�D�L�D�K�����������������Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���,�V�U�D�H�O�������,�I���\�R�X��
jump ahead to Matthew 21:33-45, in the next to the last verse of that chapter you realize that by 
�W�K�H���W�L�P�H���Z�H���J�H�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V�����W�K�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���D�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�P�S�U�H�K�H�Q�G���W�K�D�W���+�H�¶�V���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J
to them, about them�������,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���L�W�V�H�O�I����but how the parable applies to these religious 
leaders. �7�K�L�V���L�V���F�D�O�O�H�G���³The Song of the Vineyard�  ́in Isaiah 5:1-11.  God planted His vineyard 
and sent out His servants, prophets, religious leaders, to tend His vineyard.

A certain man was a housemaster, who:
�����������S�O�D�Q�W�H�G��a vineyard, first thing he did
�����������D�Q�G���S�O�D�F�H�G��a hedge around it to keep the wild animals out
�����������D�Q�G���G�X�J��a winepress in it,
�����������D�Q�G���E�X�L�O�W��a tower so that somebody could watch out over the vineyard for people coming in, 
marauders coming in and stealing any of the crops.
�����������$�Q�G��he rented it to farmers, this was the customary thing to do because sixthly it tells us,
�����������D�Q�G���O�H�I�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

 

The Wicked Vinedressers - Text: Mark 12:1-12 (parallel: Matthew 21:33-46)
 
�$�����-�H�V�X�V���R�I�W�H�Q���X�V�H�G���S�D�U�D�E�O�H�V���W�R���U�H�S�O�\���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���R�S�S�R�V�H�G��Him..
���������7�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���+�H���V�S�R�N�H���L�Q���S�D�U�D�E�O�H�V���Z�D�V���W�K�D�W���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���+�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R
�����F�R�Q�F�H�D�O���+�L�V���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�D�G���Q�R���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K�����E�X�W
�����R�Q�O�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���X�V�H���+�L�V���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���+�L�P��
���������7�R�G�D�\�����Z�H���Z�R�X�O�G���V�D�\�����³�-�X�V�W���W�H�D�F�K���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�Q�G���L�I���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���K�L�G�H
�����Q�R���R�Q�H���F�D�Q���X�V�H���R�X�U���W�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���X�V��
���������:�H�O�O�����W�K�D�W���V�L�P�S�O�\���L�V�Q�¶�W���W�U�X�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�L�O�O���H�Y�H�Q���X�V�H���W�U�X�W�K���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���X�V��
���������<�R�X���N�Q�R�Z���W�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���³�U�X�P�R�U�V��� �́��U�L�J�K�W�"�����,�W�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���Z�H���G�R���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K
�����Z�L�O�O���G�R���P�R�U�H���K�D�U�P to us than a lie.
�%�����,�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���R�I���³�7�K�H���:�L�F�N�H�G���9�L�Q�H�G�U�H�V�V�H�U�V��� �́��-�H�V�X�V���Y�L�Y�L�G�O�\��describes the sinfulness of those 
religious leaders who were rejecting the very���6�R�Q���R�I���*�R�G��
���������7�K�H�\���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���D�V���V�X�F�K���W�K�H�\���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���N�L�O�O���+�L�P���W�K�D�W
�����P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H��
���������7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����L�W���P�D�G�H���W�K�H�P���W�K�D�W���P�X�F�K���P�R�U�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���K�D�U�P���X�S�R�Q
�����+�L�P��
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���������$�Q�\�W�L�P�H���Z�H���G�R���W�K�D�W�����L�W���X�V�X�D�O�O�\���F�D�X�V�H�V���X�V���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���F�D�U�H�O�H�V�V���D�Q�G���R�X�U���S�O�D�Q
�����Eackfires in our face.
���������:�K�\�" Because we have become like that which we seek revenge against.
�&�����7�K�L�V���L�V���R�Q�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���L�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���-�H�V�X�V�¶���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���L�V���Y�H�U�\���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W��

Reading: Mark 12:1-12

I.   The Meaning of the Parable.
���$�����7�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���L�W�H�P�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���D�U�H���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�W������
�����������7�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G���L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�O�\���E�U�L�Q�J�V���W�R���P�L�Q�G���,�V�U�D�H�O��
�������D�����,�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���X�Q�X�V�X�D�O���I�R�U���,�V�U�D�H�O���W�R���E�H���U�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���W�R���D�V���D���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G��
�����������������,�V�D�L�D�K������������
�������E�����%�X�W���K�H�U�H���L�W���L�V��not Israel as we might view Israel, the country today.
���������������� In The Parables of Our Savior, He refers to �³�W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V���D�Q�G���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V��
�Z�K�L�F�K���Z�H�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�V���W�K�H���F�K�R�V�H�Q���V�H�H�G���´
�����������������,�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���S�D�V�V�D�J�H�����-�H�V�X�V���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�����R�U���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G�����³�Z�L�O�O���E�H��
�J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J���L�W�V���I�U�X�L�W� �́������F�I�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z��������������
�����������7�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U���Z�K�R���S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G���L�V���*�R�G��
�����������7�Ke wicked Vinedressers represent���,�V�U�D�H�O�¶�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�������Y�H�U�V�H��������
�������D�����7�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�H�I���S�U�L�H�V�W�V�����V�F�U�L�E�H�V�����H�O�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�U�V��
�������E�����7�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����L�W���L�V���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O���D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H��
�����������7�K�H���V�H�U�Y�D�Q�W�V���Z�K�R���Z�H�U�H���V�H�Q�W���R�Q��behalf of the landowner represent the prophets.
�������D�����$�V���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�V�U�D�H�O���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���P�D�Q�\���R�I���K�H�U���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V��
����������1) 2 Chron. 13:15-16: ���³Then the men of Judah gave a shout: and as the men of Judah 
shouted, it came to pass, that God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. And 
the children of Israel fled before Judah: and God delivered them into their hand.�  ́(KJV)
�������E�����1�R�W�H���W�K�H���F�U�\���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���Rver Jerusalem - Matthew 23:37 -���2���-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P�����-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P�����W�K�H���R�Q�H��
who kills the prophets and stones those who I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
�����������7�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���V�R�Q���L�V���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W, Himself.
���%�����7�K�H���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O���-�H�V�X�V�¶���L�Q�W�H�Q�W������
�����������:�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���W�R���K�H�O�S���W�K�H�P���V�H�H���Z�K�\���*�Rd would be just in two things..
�������D�����,�Q���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�H�P�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���X�S�R�Q���,�V�U�D�H�O�������D�Q�G������
�������E�����,�Q���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O���W�R���W�K�R�V�H���P�R�U�H���G�H�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�������F�I�����0�D�W�W�K�H�Z��������������
�����������7�K�H�L�U���U�H�M�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���K�D�G���E�H�H�Q���I�R�U�H�W�R�O�G���L�Q���W�K�H���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H�V���± Mark 12:10-11.
�������D�����,�W���L�V���D���T�X�R�W�H���I�U�R�P���3�V�D�O�P��������������������������Ps 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is      
become the head stone of the corner. KJV

   �E�����7�K�H���³�E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V� �́��Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q��
�������F�����7�K�H���³�V�W�R�Q�H� �́��Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�\���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���Z�D�V���&�K�U�L�V�W��
�������G�����<�H�W�����W�K�L�V���V�W�R�Q�H���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���P�D�G�H���D���³�F�K�L�H�I���F�R�U�Q�H�U�V�W�R�Q�H� �́��E�\ God Himself.
���������������,�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���X�V�H�G���E�\���*�R�G���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���³�Q�H�Z� �́��L.e., the church in which both Jew and 
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Gentile would be fellow citizens of the household of God.
�����������3�D�X�O���V�S�H�D�N�V���R�I���L�W���D�V���V�X�F�K���L�Q���(�S�K�H�V�L�D�Q�V������������������
�����������,�Q���H�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���³�W�K�H���V�W�R�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�H�U�V���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G� �́����-�H�V�X�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O�V���W�K�H���W�H�U�U�L�E�O�H��
consequence for those who reject it - Matthew 21:44.
�������D�����$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���Z�D�\���R�I���V�D�\�L�Q�J���L�W���L�V�����³anyone who opposes Christ is destined to fall, even be 
�S�X�O�Y�H�U�L�]�H�G���´
�������E�����7�K�H���V�D�P�H���Z�D�V���V�D�L�G���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���/�R�U�G���L�Q���,�V�D�L�D�K�¶�V���G�D�\�������F�I�����,�V�D�L�D�K������������
15.
���&�����7�K�H���P�D�L�Q���O�H�V�V�R�Q���R�I���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���F�D�Q���E�H���V�X�P�P�D�U�L�]�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���R�I���3�V�D�O�P����������������� �́.�L�V�V (i.e., 
pay homage to) the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, when His wrath is kindled 
but a little. ���%�O�H�V�V�H�G���D�U�H���D�O�O���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���S�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���W�U�X�V�W���L�Q���+�L�P���´
�����������-�H�V�X�V�¶���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���S�D�U�D�E�O�H���Z�D�V���V�R���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�����W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�¶��
would have arrested Him right then and there had it not been for the people. (Matthew 21:45-46)
�����������:�K�D�W���L�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���W�K�D�W���Z�H���F�D�Q���X�V�H���L�Q���R�X�U���R�Z�Q���I�D�L�W�K���W�R�G�D�\�"

II. I Want Us to Spend the Rest of Our Time Looking at What Is Here for Us Today.
���$�����)�L�U�V�W�����*�R�G���L�V���7�K�H���%�H�V�W�R�Z�H�U���R�I���J�U�H�D�W���D�Q�G���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�V��
�����������+�H���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H���V�R���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O��
�������D�����/�L�N�H���D���S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�����*�R�G���S�O�D�Q�W�H�G���,�V�U�D�H�O���L�Q���&�D�Q�D�D�Q
�������E�����+�H���E�O�H�V�V�H�G���W�K�H�P���Z�L�W�K���O�D�Z�V�����S�U�L�H�V�W�V�����S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�V��
�������F�����(�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\�����+�H���V�H�Q�W���+�L�V���R�Q�O�\���E�H�J�R�W�W�H�Q Son as their Messiah.
�����������$�Q�G as He blessed them, so He has also blessed us today.
�������D�����:�H���W�R�R���K�D�Y�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���J�U�H�D�W���D�Qd wonderful privileges from God.
�������E�����:�H���H�Q�M�R�\���I�U�H�H���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���:�R�U�G���R�I���*�R�G�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�U�H�H�G�R�P���W�R���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���I�H�D�U���R�I��
persecution; many in the world do not enjoy such.
�������F�����:�H���D�U�H���E�O�H�V�V�H�G���W�R���K�H�D�U���W�K�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V�����N�L�Q�J�V�����D�Q�G���V�D�L�Q�W�V���R�I���R�O�G���G�H�V�L�U�H�G���W�R���K�H�D�U���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H��
not able. - cf. Matthew 13:16-17
���%�����6�H�F�R�Q�G�����Z�H���V�H�H���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I�W�H�Q���P�D�N�H���E�D�G���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�V��
�����������7�K�L�Q�N���I�R�U���M�X�V�W���D���P�R�P�H�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�\���R�I���,�V�U�D�H�O�����D�V���D���S�H�R�S�O�H���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D�V���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����E�\��
God Himself.
�������D�����7�K�H�\���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�W�O�\���P�X�U�P�X�U�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���*�R�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V��
�������E�����7�K�H�\���W�X�U�Q�H�G���D�Z�D�\���I�U�R�P���*�R�G���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���D�J�D�L�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���R�I���W�K�H���-�X�G�J�H�V��
�������F�����7�K�H�\���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���+�L�V���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V�����D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���+�L�V���R�Z�Q���6�R�Q��
�����������:�K�D�W���D�E�R�X�W���X�V���W�R�G�D�\�"
�������D�����:�H���K�D�Y�H���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���X�V���W�Krough Christ.
�����������������:�H���S�R�V�V�Hss the forgiveness of sins through His blood.
�����������������$�Q�G�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H Holy Spirit �Z�K�L�F�K���Z�R�U�N�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���*�R�G�¶�V���:�R�U�G�����Ln putting to death the 
deeds of the body.
�����������������:�H���S�R�V�V�Hss the joy of fellowship in the family of God.
�����������������:�H���D�O�V�R���K�D�Y�H the privilege of sharing the gospel with a dying world.
�������&�����$�Q�G���\�H�W�����D�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V�����Z�H���R�I�W�H�Q���W�X�U�Q���R�X�U���E�D�F�N���R�Q���V�X�F�K���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V��
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�����������������:�H��may sin, and not seek forgiveness.
�����������������:�H��often �G�R�Q�¶�W���V�H�H�N���W�K�H���K�H�O�S���*�R�G���J�L�Y�H�V��(through prayer) to deal with the problem of sin.
�����������������:�H���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W���R�X�U���E�U�H�W�K�U�H�Q���E�\���I�R�U�V�D�N�L�Q�J���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\�����D�Q�G���E�\���Q�R�W���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���F�O�R�V�H��
relationships with one another as we ought, failing to edify each other as commanded.
�����������������:�H���P�D�N�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���R�U���Q�R���H�I�I�R�U�W���W�R���V�S�U�H�D�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�F�L�R�X�V���J�R�V�S�H�O���R�I���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W��
���&�����7�K�L�U�G�����Q�R�W�H���W�K�H���D�Z�I�X�O���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���W�K�D�W���F�R�P�H�V���X�S�R�Q���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���P�D�N�H���E�D�G���X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H�V������
�����������$�J�D�L�Q�����,�V�U�D�H�O���D�V���D���Z�K�R�O�H���L�V���D�Q���H�[�D�P�S�O�H��
�������D�����7�K�H�\���V�X�I�I�H�U�H�G���I�R�U�W�\���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���Z�D�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V��
�������E�����*�R�G���D�O�O�R�Z�H�G���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���E�H���D���W�K�R�U�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���V�L�G�H��
�������F�����7�K�H�\���H�Q�G�X�U�H�G���$�V�V�\�U�L�D�Q���D�Q�G���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q���F�D�S�W�L�Y�L�W�\��
�������G�����*�R�G���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���W�K�H�L�U���W�H�P�S�O�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���%�D�E�\�O�R�Q�L�D�Q�V�������������%���&�������D�Q�G���W�K�H���5�R�P�D�Q�V
(70 A.D.).
�������H�����$�Q�G�����+�H���K�D�V���W�D�N�H�Q���D�Z�D�\���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�P�����D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�Q���L�W���W�R���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
fruits of it - Matthew 21:43.
�����������:�R�X�O�G���*�R�G���E�U�L�Q�J���V�X�F�K���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���+�L�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���R�U���S�H�R�S�O�H���W�R�G�D�\���L�I���W�K�H�\���D�E�X�V�H���W�K�H�L�U��
privileges?
�������D�����&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���R�I���-�H�V�X�V������
�����������������-�R�K�Q���������������������³�,���D�P���W�K�H���W�U�X�H���Y�L�Q�H�����D�Q�G���0�\���)�D�W�K�H�U���L�V���W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�G�U�H�V�V�H�U�������(�Y�H�U�\���E�U�D�Q�F�K���L�Q���Pe 
that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may 
�E�H�D�U���P�R�U�H���I�U�X�L�W��� �́� 
 �������E�����&�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���Z�Uitten to the Hebrew Christians in Hebrews 10:26-31: �³ For if we sin 
willfully after we have received the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sins.� �́��&�O�H�D�U�O�\�����L�I��
we do not utilize our special privileges...
�������D�����*�R�G���Z�L�O�O���W�D�N�H���D�Z�D�\���W�K�H���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H�����L���H�������W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���*�R�G����
�������E�����$�Q�G���J�L�Y�H���L�W���W�R���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���Z�K�R���D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�V���L�W�����L���H�����E�H�D�U�V���W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W���R�I���L�W����

Conclusion
�$�����7�U�X�O�\���*�R�G���K�D�V���J�L�Y�H�Q���X�V���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V������
���������+�H���P�D�G�H���X�V���Z�R�U�W�K�\���W�R���E�H���³�S�D�U�W�D�N�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�L�Q�W�V� �́���
�����&�R�O�R�V�V�L�D�Q�V������������
���������+�H���³�K�D�V���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�H�G���X�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�R�Z�H�U���R�I���G�D�U�N�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G���X�V���L�Q�W�R
�����W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Q���R�I���+�L�V���O�R�Y�H� �́������&�R�O�R�V�V�L�D�Q�V����������
���������,�Q���&�K�U�L�V�W���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���³�U�H�G�H�P�S�W�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���+�L�V���E�O�R�R�G�����W�K�H���I�R�U�J�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V���R�I���V�L�Q�V�´
���������&�R�O�R�V�V�L�D�Q�V����������
���������+�H���V�H�Q�W���X�V���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���D�Q�G���S�U�R�S�K�H�W�V���R�I���+�L�V���6�R�Q�����Z�K�R�V�H���Z�R�U�G�V���D�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H
�����1�H�Z���7�H�V�W�D�P�H�Q�W��
�%�����/�H�W���X�V���E�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���K�R�Z���Z�H���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H�P�����F�I�����-�Q. 13:20), for the next time the
���%�H�O�R�Y�H�G���6�R�Q���L�V���V�H�Q�W�����+�H���L�V���F�R�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�H�U�U�L�I�\�L�Q�J���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�������������7�K. 1:7-10
���������,�Q�G�H�H�G�����D�V���-�H�V�X�V���V�D�L�G�����³�)�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���W�R���Z�K�R�P���P�X�F�K���L�V���J�L�Y�H�Q�����I�U�R�P���K�L�P
�����P�X�F�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�����D�Q�G���W�R���Z�K�R�P���P�X�F�K���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G�����R�I���K�L�P
�����W�K�H�\���Z�L�O�O���D�V�N���W�K�H���P�R�U�H��� �́����/�N��������������
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���������+�H�E�U�H�Z�V�����������±���³�+ow shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation,
�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�W���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���E�H���V�S�R�N�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���/�R�U�G�����D�Q�G���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G to
�����X�V���E�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���K�H�D�U�G���+�L�P��� �́��.�-�9

 

Primary text from King James Version. Some references from the (NKJV)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
Trent Thrasher

Introduction
1. Jesus always got to the heart of the matter.

a. The pure in heart shall see God (Mt. 5:8).
b. Looking and lusting leads to adultery in the heart (Mt. 5:28).
c. Where your treasure is there will be your heart (Mt. 6:21).
d. Jesus knows the contents of the heart (Mt. 9:4).
e. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Mt. 12:34-35).
f. The heart is waxed gross therefore it cannot understand (Mt. 13:15).

2. It should not surprise us then that the parable of the sower is His first recorded parable.
a. This parable is focused on the heart.
b. There are four types of hearts in the world.

I. The Way Side Heart
1. The way side is the hard, compacted, roadway that is by the field (Mt. 13:4; Mk. 4:4; Lk. 

8:5).
a. This soil has not been cultivated and the sown seed merely sits on top of the soil and is 

trampled on by people or eaten by birds.
b. No plant is produced in this soil.

2. The way side heart hears but does not understand thus does not believe and is not saved (Mt. 
13:19; Mk. 4:15; Lk. 8:12).
a. It is not enough to hear we must also practice (Rm. 2:13).
b. The devil (Satan) is active in removing the seed (the Word of God) from the heart (1 Pt. 

5:8).
c. No Christian is produced in this heart.

i. Remember, many are called but few are chosen (Mt. 22:14).
ii. Many is the path of the way that leads to destruction (Mt. 7:13).

3. There are several reasons why a way side heart may exist.
a. Pride (Ps. 10:4, 14:1).
b. Exposure to and continued acceptance of evil (Eph. 4:17-19; cf. Rm. 1).

4. Examples.
a. Some of those on the Day of Pentecost (Ac. 2:13).
b. Some of those at Athens (Ac. 17:32).
c. Gallio (Ac. 18:12-17).

II. The Rocky Heart
1. The rocky soil has just a little soil covering the top of a mass of rock (Mt. 13:5-6; Mk. 4:5-6; 

Lk. 8:6).
a. This soil produced a plant but because of the underlying rock there was nowhere for the 

roots to go and obtain moisture (Mt. 13:5; Mk. 4:5).
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b. Once the sun was up and burning this plant withered away (Mt. 13:6; Mk. 4:6; Lk. 8:6).
c. A plant sprang up in this soil but no fruit was produced.

2. The rocky heart hears and obeys the Word initially but tribulation and persecution causes this
heart to be offended (Mt. 13:20-21).
a. There is swift obedience with joy and gladness at first (Mt. 13:20; Mk. 4:16; Lk. 8:13).

i. The cost of Christianity must be considered (Lk. 14:25-33).
b. The affliction and persecution is due to the Word (Mk. 4:17).

i. This is promised (2 Tim. 3:12; Ac. 14:22).
ii. �,�W���L�V���D���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���S�H�U�V�H�F�X�W�H�G���I�R�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�¶�V���V�D�N�H����Mt. 5:10-12).

c. A Christian was produced in this heart but no fruit was brought forth.
i. Apostasy is possible!

d. This highlights the need to be rooted and built up in Christ (Col. 2:6-8).
i. New converts must be taught and protected so their roots can get established (Mt. 

28:20).
3. Examples.

a. Peter in his denial of Christ three times (Mk. 14:66-72).
i. He recovered (1 Pt. 4:12-19).

b. Mark in leaving Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey (Ac. 12:25, 13:13, 
15:37-39).
i. He recovered (Col. 4:10; Phm. 24; 2 Tim. 4:11).
ii. The spiritual need to go after these brethren (Gal. 6:1-2; Jm. 5:19-20).

III. The Thorny Heart
1. The thorny soil is good soil but it contains thorny plants also (Mt. 13:7; Mk. 4:7; Lk. 8:7).

a. This soil produced a plant but it also gave rise to thorny plants.
b. The thorny plants choked out the desired plant.
c. A plant sprang up in this soil but no fruit was brought to perfection.

2. The thorny heart hears and obeys the Word but then is destroyed by the care of this world, 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things (Mt. 13:22; Mk. 4:18-19; Lk. 8:14).
a. This is a divided heart (Mt. 6:24).

i. We cannot straddle the fence with God (Jm. 4:4; 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Mt. 12:30).
b. God has commanded us not to worry but to first focus on the spiritual (Mt. 6:25-34).
c. Our lives do not consist in material things (Lk. 12:15).
d. A Christian was produced in this heart but no fruit was brought to perfection.

i. The reward comes at harvest time (Mt. 13:30).
3. Examples.

a. The rich young ruler (Mt. 19:16-22).
b. Judas Iscariot (Mt. 26:14-16, 27:3-5; Jn. 17:12; Ac. 1:16-20, 25).
c. Demas (2 Tim. 4:10).
d. The church at Laodicea (Rev. 3:14-22).
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IV. The Honest and Good Heart
1. The good soil is cultivated, prepared, and receptive to the seed (Mt. 13:8; Mk. 4:8; Lk. 8:8).

a. This soil not only produced a plant but the plant brought forth fruit in various yields.
2. The honest and good heart hears, understands, obeys the Word, and brings forth fruit (Mt. 

13:23; Mk. 4:20; Lk. 8:15).
a. Word order is important for a heart cannot be good if it is not first honest (Lk. 8:15).
b. �/�X�N�H�¶�V���U�H�F�R�U�G���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U�W�K���I�U�X�L�W���Z�L�W�K���S�D�W�L�H�Q�F�H����Lk. 8:15).

i. The same Sun that withered the stony ground plant caused this plant to grow and 
produce fruit.

ii. This tells us that persecution is designed to help us grow not destroy us!
c. The yield of the fruit may be different for each Christian but the important thing is that 

we are each bearing fruit for Christ (Jn. 15:1-8; Rm. 7:4).
i. Everyone is important in the church (1 Cor. 12:14-27; Rm. 12:3-10).

3. Examples.
a. Cornelius and his household (Ac. 10).
b. The Bereans (Ac. 17:10-12).

V. The Sower
1. The seed has been given to us by God and thus no one has the right to alter it (Lk. 8:11; Dt. 

4:2; Pr. 30:5-6; Rev. 22:18-19).
a. When other seeds are sown then strange plants come up.

i. These plants will be rooted up by God in due time (Mt. 15:13).
b. Sometimes good seed is sown but the plant goes bad (Jer. 2:21).

2. It takes sowing and watering for increase to occur (1 Cor. 3:5-9).
a. If we have no sower and we have no one watering, how can God give the increase?
b. Let us do our part and let God do His part!

3. The sower has no authority to choose which soil the seed falls on.
a. The same seed hit four different kinds of hearts.

i. One completely disregarded the message.
ii. Two obeyed initially but did not make the harvest.
iii. Only one made the harvest.
iv. All  of these hearts were deemed worthy to have seed sown!

b. The gospel is for all (Mt. 28:19-20; Mk. 16:15).
i. This is tantamount to saying sow the seed everywhere!

4. The sower must recognize that the best results come from proper cultivation of the soil.
a. Christian influence is key here (Mt. 5:13-16; 1 Pt. 3:15-16).
b. Rocks (persecutions) can be endured through encouragement (Ac. 14:22; 1 Pt. 1:1-9; 2 

Cor. 4:16-18; Heb. 3:12-13, 10:24-25).
c. Thorns (anxiety, materialism, worldly lust) can be removed (Php. 4:6; Col. 3:1-4; Mt. 

6:19-21).
d. Even those that are bearing fruit can be pruned to bear more fruit (Jn. 15:2)!

https://ref.ly/Mt13.8;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mk4.8;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Lk8.8;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt13.23;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt13.23;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mk4.20;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Lk8.15;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Lk8.15;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Lk8.15;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Jn15.1-8;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Ro7.4;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/1Co12.14-27;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Ro12.3-10;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Ac10;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Ac17.10-12;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Lk8.11;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Dt4.2;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Dt4.2;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Pr30.5-6;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Re22.18-19;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt15.13;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt15.13;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt15.13;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Je2.21;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/1Co3.5-9;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt28.19-20;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mk16.15;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt5.13-16;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/1Pe3.15-16;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Ac14.22;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/1Pe1.1-9;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/2Co4.16-18;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/2Co4.16-18;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Heb3.12-13;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Heb10.24-25;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Php4.6;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Col3.1-4;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt6.19-21;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Mt6.19-21;kjv1900
https://ref.ly/Jn15.2;kjv1900


Conclusion
1. Jesus always got to the heart of the matter.
2. Jesus was the Master Sower and yet there were many who would not listen.

a. Even so, the seed was sown!
3. What type of heart are you?
4. Are you sowing the seed of the kingdom, brother?

a. The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few (Lk. 10:2).
5. Let us give as many people as we can a chance to repent and bear fruit for Christ.
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