1. Introduction

ECCLESIASTES

A. Historical Background

1. Tt is believed this book was written during the time of the United Kingdom.
2. If Solomon is the author, this would be the eighth period of the 12 O.T. Periods, or
the period of the United Kingdom.

B. The Title
1. Verse 1 -- “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, King in Jerusalem.”
2. The word “Preacher” is from “Qoheleth.”

a.

b.

It is one who holds or addresses an assembly, or who gathers the congregation.
(cf. I Kings 8:1) (Thus not a proper name, but the description of a function.)
Qoheleth is rendered Ekklesiastes in the LXX (the Greek translation of the O.T.)
1). Compare the N.T. word for “church,” or assembly. It is also a description.
2). Qoheleth is found seven times in Ecclesiastes, but nowhere else.

C. The Author
1. The actual name of the author is not mentioned in the book.
2. 1:1 seems to indicate Solomon.
a. This is supported by 1:16 with the reference to wisdom.
b. Itis also supported by 2:4-11 with the reference to great works.
3. The author is a man of experience.

D. The Purpose
1. The key to the book is found in the conclusion. (12:13,14)

2. Man falls short of attaining the goal of 12:13,14.

a.

b.
C.

“Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought
many inventions (thoughts, reckonings, devices).” 7:29

God has made man straight, but man has deviated.

The author's rich and varied experiences in the world have convinced him that
man is not what God created him to be.

3. The book's import: The writer relates his experiences.

a

b.
C.
d.

He seeks satisfaction in wisdom. 1:12-18

He seeks satisfaction in material and sensual things. 2:1-11

He seeks satisfaction in the virtues of folly. 2:12-17

The conclusions to which these various experiments have led — 2:18-26.

1). There is no permanent satisfaction in any kind of earthly activity.

2). All labor is vain as an end in itself.

3). There is nothing better than to eat and drink and gain animal satisfaction as
long as life lasts, all of which is vain; fleeting.



4. So, the author has tried this and that to arrive at the true interpretation of life.

a. He finds all is vanity (i.e., human wisdom, pleasures, sensuality, etc.).

b. If anyone was ever to be happy through these (wine, women, riches, and power) it
should have been Solomon. (cf. I Kings 10:14-25; Proverbs 20:1; I Kings 4:29-
34; I Kings 11:1-4)

5. The grand theme: Life in all of its aspects is completely without meaning apart from

God.

a. God alone can give meaning to life,

b. God is the ultimate standard, the point of reference, the vantage point, by which
every aspect of life must be interpreted.

c. If man is the standard point of reference, all is vain, without meaning, despair.
(cf. II Corinthians 10:12)

d. Life without God is frustrating and unsatisfactory. All of the pleasures of life,
including material things, when sought after for their own sake, brings no
happiness, and results in a sense of futility.

6. The only possible interpretation of the world, then, is to regard it as the creation of

God, and to use and enjoy it for His glory.

a. There is a sadness in Ecclesiastes, when that which might have been is contem-
plated.

b. A real uneasiness about the end and aim of life, especially without God.

7. Solomon's dismal experiences show us Solomon searching for satisfaction where it
cannot be found.

a. Natural man thinks he can make himself happy through possessions, pleasure,
travel, drugs, sex, etc.

b. Someone has tried all these, and all is vain.

c. Therefore, we can save ourselves the expense, heartache, frustration, and disap-
pointment by looking to someone beyond the sun who can satisfy.

8. The main theme is found in the question, “Is there meaning to life apart from God?”

a. The grand conclusion is that life is completely without meaning apart from God.

b. The author begins and ends with the conclusion that all is vanity and vexation of
spirit apart from God.

Chapter 1
The Prologue 1:1-11

1:1 The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.
1. This verse is the heading. In fact, the introduction, or thesis, to the entire book is verses
2-11.
2. There are three characteristics of the author in this verse:
a. This book is about "the words of the Preacher."
1). The word “Preacher” means a collector (of sentences), a preacher, a public
speaker, a speaker in an assembly, Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes) — BDB Lexicon



2). The word is actually a participle, referring to the action of the feminine word
“wisdom” personified. (cf. Proverbs 1:20,21; 8:3,8)
b. He is the son of David. He is the second son by Bathsheba, and probably the last son
of David.
c. Heis the king in Jerusalem. The grammar construction forbids this description to
refer to David. Rather, it refers to the “Preacher.”
3. These three characteristics certainly fit Solomon.

1:2  Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.
1. “All is vanity” (also in 12:8)
a. All things are vain, when, apart from God, they are not used for his glory.
b. Even those things which are good and praiseworthy in themselves become vain when
pursued for their own sake and not for God's sake.
c. Therefore, all that man sees, knows, does, is empty without God. (cf. 12:13,14)
d. One translation is, “Oh, the emptiness of all things...all is emptiness.” (cf. “emptiness
of emptinesses”)
e. The word “vanity” occurs 37 times in this book (33 in the rest of the O.T.).
2. “Vanity of vanities” is the Hebrew way of expressing the superlative (extreme emptiness.
One cannot get any more vain than this).
a. All effort is useless. (cf. the idiom, “holy of holies.”)
b. Life is transitory, fleeting, useless, empty, and futile, with no valid goal of existence.
3. “All is vanity” is literally, “the all is vanity.”
a. It means, all (earthly things) without exception is useless, or meaningless, (without
God).
b. This does not mean that what God made is vain, rather, man’s use of it. (I Timothy
4:4,5)

1:3  What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

1. Frail man's life is filled with labor and activity.
a. He is on a tread mill, a tiresome round of motion without progress.
b. Why does he work? To get money, to buy food, to gain strength, to work again.
c. Where and what is the purpose? In this he has found neither contentment nor

happiness. Labor, apart from God, does not mean very much.

2. The word “profit” stands in opposition to “vanity.”

3. The ultimate and final answer to this question is found in the last chapter. (12:13,14; cf.
Matthew 16:26)

4. “Under the sun” means in this life, as opposed to the next life (or world).

1:4 One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for
ever.
1. Man passes, the earth remains.
a. We have the transience of man versus the seeming permanence of nature.
b. The earth remains for ever.



2.

1). Ifthis is speaking of what seems to be, the earth seems to just keep on lasting.
2). Apart from revelation one might think the earth lasts forever.
3). If the meaning is literal, “for ever” means as long as time lasts.

c. It would be a colossal mistake to interpret this as meaning that the earth is eternal.

d. The earth only seems to be permanent, and in contrast to the transitory condition of
human beings it is made to seem even more permanent.

The contrast is between man, who is here but for a brief moment, and the earth, which is

here for hundreds of generations.

a. The Hebrew participles indicate that a particular generation is always passing on from
the scene, but another is always arriving.

b. Another participle is used to express the idea that the earth is continuing (remaining
for ever).

c. The contrast is between man, who is short-lived, and passes on, and the earth which
seemingly continues on endlessly.

1:5 The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.

1.

This continuance is illustrated by the sun, which arises, sets, and seemingly hastens to the

place where it arises again.

a. It seems that the last clause indicates that the sun hurries to be in a place to arise
again.

b. The word “hasteth” means “to gasp, to pant, to pant after, to long for, to breathe
heavily; (Qal)” -- BDB

There are some linguists that believe that the first clause of verse six should be a part of

verse five. This has little effect on the idea being advanced.

If the first clause of verse six is a part of verse five, then the idea is that the sun moves to

the south in the winter time, and to the north in the summer time. The biggest thing we

notice with this phenomena is more daylight in the summer, less in the winter.

1:6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about
continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.

1.

2.

This continuance is again illustrated by the wind, which goes toward the south, and then
turns and goes to the north, and then to seemingly does the whole thing again.

Literally, the wind whirls about to the north, etc., is, “veering toward the north, veering,
veering goes the wind; and to its veerings the wind returns.” -- DBD

1:7  All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers
come, thither they return again.

1.

This continuance is illustrated by the waters of the rivers running into the sea. Then the
waters evaporate, and the wind moves them back to where the rivers began (the waters
form the spring or the river head), and the whole process starts again.

Nature moves in a continuous cycle.

Compare this process to the Dead Sea phenomena.
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1:8 All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the
ear filled with hearing.
1. The monotony of it all is what is being shown.
a. Some think this first clause should be translated “all things are wearisome.”
b. Human language is inadequate to describe the monotony, futility, and weariness of it
all.
c. Man needs to get “above the sun” to the one who “satisfieth the longing soul, and
filleth the hungry soul with goodness.” (Psalm 107:9)
2. Labor is so intense, that it cannot be described, or adequately comprehended.

1:9 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall
be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.
1. Just about everything has its revolutions.
a. Ifit has existed before, it will exist again.
b. Ifit has been done before, it will be done again.
2. There is nothing new “under the sun” (this expression is used 29 times in this book).
a. Life is like a cog in a clock, not a kaleidoscope of youth.
b. History is constantly repeating itself. (cf. Genesis 8:22)

1:10 Is there any thing whereof it may be said, See, this is new? it hath been already of old time,
which was before us.
1. “Nothing new” does not refer to “new things” as in an invention, but, rather, to the
general statement of the fact that all things move in constant cycles.
2. Anything that exists now (or that we have found to be true) existed before.
a. The mere fact that we did not know it, does not mean that it did not exist.
b. We are finding out the truth about many things in today’s world. However, that does
not mean that it just now became the truth.

1:11 There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of
things that are to come with those that shall come after.
1. “There is no remembrance of former things.”
a. Verse 11 is the reason for verse 10.
b. Instead of “things,” a better translation might be “men.”
c. Man forgets and is forgotten rapidly.
1). We do not even know our great-grandparents. Some have spent months, and
even years, researching their family tree, and some are never able to complete it.
2). Can you name the last five Vice-Presidents?
3). This is not true of all, but of my grandparents, I only knew one — a grandmother.
d. Things appear new because the past is forgotten, or the records have been lost.
2. It will be the same in future generations. Those who are yet to come in the future will not
be remembered by those who follow them.



Observation on the Prologue (and its gloom).

1. The author does not advocate opting out of life's responsibilities, rather he commends
active involvement. (11:1-6)

2. God's estimate, not that of finite man, is the ultimately important fact. (3:17; 12:14)

3. Man makes many mistakes in actions and judgments. God never does.

The Vanity of All Things. (1:12-6:12)

A. To search after human wisdom is vain and frustrating. (1:12-18)
1. The “I” sections begin.
2. The preacher undertakes an investigation, the result of which is stated in verse 14.
3. The search is a fruitless quest.

B. The verses:

1:12  Ithe Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.
1. He begins the retracing of the pilgrimage he made in search of the summum bonum of
life.
2. In some ways this verse is a repetition of verse one.
3. He identifies himself as the “Preacher,” and “king over Israel in Jerusalem.”

1:13 And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.
1. Solomon tries searching out all things by Wisdom.
a. “Under heaven” and “under the Sun” are key phrases in Ecclesiastes.

1). It occurs 29 times.

2). It would seem his search is carried or confined to this world, in his own mind,
unaided by God. (The intellectual route).

3). If man never gets “above the sun,” life is simply an exercise in futility.

4). “Thou hast made us, O Lord, for Thyself, and our heart shall find no rest till at
rest in Thee.” — Augustine (In Hebrew, "heart" commonly signifies the mental
faculties.)

5). Solomon's experience anticipated the truth of Jesus. John 4:13, “Everyone who
drinks of this water shall thirst again.”

b. Malcolm Muggeridge wrote in Jesus Rediscovered:
“Education, the great mumbo-jumbo and fraud of the ages, purports to equip us to
live, and is prescribed as a universal remedy for everything from juvenile delinquency
to premature senility. For the most part, it only serves to enlarge the stupidity, inflate
conceit, enhance credulity and put those subjected to it at the mercy of brainwashers
with printing presses, radio and television at their disposal.”
2. Solomon makes no less than 40 verse references to God (with several verses using “God”
more than once) in Ecclesiastes. All are Elohim, not Jehovah:



1). It means the God who enters into covenant relationship with man.

2). Elohim is the covenant keeping God.

3). This is the natural name of God.

4). This is the one who created the universe.
“Wisdom” in this verse means both the power to observe, as well as good judgment.
“Travail” as used by Solomon is basically toil. It is translated “heavy burden,” “burden-
some task,” “grievous task,” etc.
“Exercised thereby” means that he might be disciplined thereby.

1:14 Thave seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and
vexation of spirit.

1.

2.
3.

Some grammarians argue that “vexation of spirit,” ought to be translated, “feeding,” or

“chasing after the wind.” (See the NKJV, NASB, NIV, etc.)

He became knowledgeable, especially about what these works could not do for man.

He claims it is all vanity, and vexation of spirit.

a. It did not give him what he was seeking. It was meaningless. There was no supreme
good that would make the soul happy.

b. It was like chasing after something as elusive as the wind.

We have mentioned the meaning of “under the sun” before, and it has to do with what is

happening here on earth.

1:15 That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be
numbered.

1.

2.

3
4,

Book learning, and the works of man, does not and cannot solve all the puzzles of life.

a. Man can fly to the moon, but cannot understand the bee.

b. Man can control polio and TB, but not the common cold.

There are many defects in the works that are done under the sun, that seemingly cannot be
straightened.

There are so many things “wanting” (lacking), that they cannot be counted.

Only one thing is absolutely sure and certain (and consistent), and that is God.

1:16 I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten
more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great
experience of wisdom and knowledge.

1.

Solomon gives a personal inventory. First, he looked (spoke or inquired) into his own

heart, and thought to himself:

a. “Iam come to great estate.” We might say, “I have obtained greatness.” He did!

b. I“have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem:”

c. “My heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.” His heart has experi-
enced and understood great wisdom and knowledge.

The Preacher is admitting that he has delved into wisdom and various works more than

anyone before him. He experienced about all a man of that day could experience.



1:17 And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that
this also is vexation of spirit.
1. He not only knows wisdom, but madness and folly.
a. He has explored the extremes of human behavior. He applied himself to the under-
standing of wisdom.
b. Just in case the true meaning of life was found in either or both.
2. Why does the King feel this is vexation of spirit?
a. The answer may lie in the fact that Solomon realized that life is complicated. It has
many paradoxes and anomalies that man is hard pressed to solve.
b. Plus there is the fact that men’s lives are deprived of so much that could give them
meaning and value.
c. Again, some would understand this last clause to be “I perceived that this also is a
grasping for the wind,” or “chasing after the wind.”

1:18 For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.
1. In much wisdom is much grief.
a. The time worn caricature of a college student, swathing his head in a turkish towel,
and washing down aspirin with huge mugs of coffee fits well into Solomon's conclu-
sion in verse 18.
b. In other words, “The wiser you are the more worries you have; the more you know,
the more it hurts.”
c. Some truth is in “ignorance is bliss,” and “what you don't know won't hurt you.”
2. Why is Solomon arguing this way? Why is he discontented? I think Clarke answered
this very wisely: “Why was all this? Because the soul was made for God, and in the
possession of him alone can it find happiness.”

Chapter 2

The pursuit of material, sensual things is pointless.
(cf. I Kings 4:29-34; 10:14-25; 11:1-4)

2:1 [Isaid in mine heart, Go to now, [ will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and,
behold, this also is vanity.
2. “Isaid in mine heart,” or I thought (although the word means to speak or utter).
3. “Iwill prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure:”
a. “Prove” means to test, try, or assay. He is going to do this with mirth. “Mirth”
means joy, gladness, gaiety, or pleasure.
b. Does it not seem reasonable that much pleasure would make one happy?
1). Pleasure means the enjoyable sensations that come from the gratifications of
personal desires.
2). Thus, the decision to live it up. Tells the outcome before the description is
given.
3). This is somewhat different from Luke 12:16-21.



c. But, Alas! failure! “I found no lasting values in this attempt.”

d. Is God against pleasure? No, but the only true and lasting pleasure to be found is
above the sun. (cf. Hebrews 11:24-26)

e. “In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures forever more.”
(Psalms 16:11)

f. The big lie of movies and TV and the advertising media is that man can make his own
heaven on earth without God.

3. “Behold, this also is vanity.” It is meaningless, empty, vain.

2:2  Isaid of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?
1. Laughter -- the first pleasure mentioned.
a. He laughed, but it was empty. His good times accomplished nothing. Literally, “To
laughter I said, O mad one! and to mirth, What is this one doing?” — Adam Clarke
b. Often entertainers and social workers need help. (Ill. of a man suffering depression,
who went to a psychologist. The psychologist advised him to go to the local circus,
and see a certain clown perform. If he could laugh for a couple of hours, maybe he
would forget his troubles. The man admitted, “I am that clown.”)
c. We often think that others have no problems. Consider E.A. Robinson's poem,
entitled “Richard Cory.”
Whenever Richard Cory went to town,
We people on the pavement looked at him:
He was a gentlemen from sole to crown,
Clean favored, and imperially slim.

And he was always quietly arrayed,

And he was always human when he talked;

But still he fluttered pulses when he said,

“Good morning,” and he glittered when he walked.

And he was rich -- Yes, richer than a king —
And admirably schooled in every grace;

In fine, we thought that he was everything
To make us wish that we were in his place.

So on we worked, and waited for the light,

And went without the meat, and cursed the bread;
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night,
Went home and put a bullet through his head.

2. Mirth -- Introduced along with pleasure as persons. The word means gladness, gaiety.
a. He tells Laughter that she is mad.
b. He only points to Mirth, as one beneath his notice, and then instantly turns his back.
(What does it accomplish?)
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2:3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom;
and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they
should do under the heaven all the days of their life.
1. What about wine? The second pleasure mentioned. I conceived the project, or I figured
itout. (“Sought” means I resolved, or turned in my heart.)

a. Maybe if I could experience the most exquisite taste sensations. (Would this give
man contentment?)

b. He evidently has no thought of becoming addicted or hooked. Notice that he kept in
contact with wisdom. (Proverbs 20:1)

c. This is not humanitarian or philanthropic. He seems to be experimenting. He is
cheering himself with wine. Maybe this would gratify his flesh.

d. He said he did this while still being guided in his mind by wisdom. This is exactly
the argument that is used by those who socially drink, and claim to be drinking in
moderation. (There is no such thing as sinning in moderation, and at the same time
still be pleasing to God.)

2. Folly is the third pleasure.

a. Just in case wisdom did not hold, he would explore the opposite -- harmless and
enjoyable forms of nonsense.

b. Maybe this would be worthwhile for one to do for a time.

3. He said he is turning to wine and folly “till I might see what was that good for the sons of
men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.”

a. He will not like the results.

b. In the end, he will claim that this too was meaningless.

2:4 Imade me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:
1. If the education, pleasure, wine, or folly of the previous verses do not hold the key to
contentment and happiness, then perhaps possessions will.
2. Verse 4-7 is about “great works.” (Particularly about real estate and horticulture.)
3. Two things are mentioned in this verse:
a. “Ibuilded me houses;” This is the first great project he mentions.
1). We know that Solomon built the temple, a house for the queen, and palaces.
2). The forests of Lebanon were much thinner when Solomon was finished with
them. (1 Kings 7:1-12) (He did things on a grand scale.)
b. “Iplanted me vineyards:” This is the second great project.
1). We are told in Song of Solomon, 8:11, “Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon,;
he let out the vineyard unto keepers; every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a
thousand pieces of silver.”
2). Solomon was quite an outside person with vineyards, etc. (Read on!)

2:5 Imade me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:
1. “I made me gardens and orchards,”
a. “Orchards” is literally the word for “paradises.” That is, parks and pleasure grounds.
b. We know of some of these: “one at Jerusalem near the pool of Siloam, called ‘the
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king's garden’ (Nehemiah 3:15; Jeremiah 52:7); a second near Bethlehem (compare
Ecclesiastes 2:6); and a third in the remote north, on the heights of Hermon (Song of
Solomon 4:8; 8:11).” — Barnes
2. “Iplanted trees in them of all kind of fruits:” There is the beauty of fruit trees, but also
there is the fruit that can be harvested from these trees.

2:6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:
1. “I'made me pools of water,” These were tanks or reservoirs of water for the purpose of
irrigating. South of Betlehem are some of these, known as
2. He said the purpose of these pools of water was to irrigate the trees.
3. Ifyou have ever traveled to that part of the world, you would understand why reservoirs
of water would be of great value, not only for trees, but for general purposes.

2:7 1 got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great
possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:
1. Battalions of servants were needed to operate and maintain the estate.
a. Servants born in his house was an exceptionally important status symbol in the
culture of that time.
b. For Solomon to sit at the table was greater than to serve. (cf. Mark 10:43-45; Luke
9:24-27).
2. “Great and small cattle” could be oxen and sheep, or other small livestock.
3. Ifprestige was a key to a happy life, then he held the key. (But it wasn't and he didn't).

2:8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I
gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instru-
ments, and that of all sorts.
1. He gathered for himself treasures:
a. He gathered silver and gold.
b. These came from taxes, tribute money, etc.
c. “The peculiar treasure of kings” were of this sort.
2. He gathered for himself things that would entertain.
a. He no doubt had instrumental and vocal entertainers.
b. He tried music. (If this had been in our time [name of your local newspaper] would
have carried reviews of the public concerts).
c. Yet I think his disappointment was well expressed by Samuel Johnson in The History
of Rasselas, The Prince of Abyssinia:
“I likewise can call the lutanist and the singer, but the sounds that pleased me
yesterday weary me today, and will grow yet more wearisome tomorrow. I can
discover within me no power of perception which is not glutted with its proper
pleasure, yet I do not feel myself delighted. Man has surely some latent sense for
which this place affords no gratification, or he has some desires distinct from sense
which must be satisfied before he can be happy.”
3. The last part of the verse, “musical instruments, and that of all sorts,” is hard to explain.
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The understanding runs from harems to farms to musical instruments.

2:9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my
wisdom remained with me.
1. Somebody called Solomon “Mr. Big.”
a. He outclimbed his predecessors on the prestige ladder.
b. There is no question that Solomon was regarded as great and powerful in the land.
2. His wisdom remaining with him, along with all his possessions, should have made his
heart fully satisfied (if earthly things could satisfy).

2:10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any
joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
1. Solomon could have whatever he could see with his eyes.
2. “I withheld not my heart from any joy;”
a. No expense was too big; If he wanted it, he bought it.
b. If Solomon wanted it, he refused not his heart to have it.
3. “Portion” indicates that this was his reward for all his labor.

2:11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had
laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under
the sun.

1. What was the result? He takes stock of his works and labor.

a. He says “behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit.”

b. “There was no profit under the sun.”

c. Compare Ralph Barton, a top cartoonist: “I have had few difficulties, many friends,
great successes. [ have gone from wife to wife, from house to house, and have
visited great countries of the world. But I am fed up with devices to fill up twenty-
four hours of the day.”

d. Compare the fictional character who only had to wish for something to have it. Soon
he wanted to get out. “I want to create something, to suffer something. [ would
rather be in hell than here.” (cf. all of us and the materialism of our day).

2. Indeed, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind, and nothing gained.

He seeks satisfaction in folly. 2:12-17.

2:12  And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do
that cometh after the king? even that which hath been already done.
1. Solomon wonders:
a. Is it better to be a wise man, or mad, or a fool?
b. Solomon experimented with everything to try to find meaning.
2. “For what can the man do that comes after the king?”
a. Anyone coming after the king could scarcely discover any new light on the subject.
b. Solomon has done everything a man can do, so he could say, “I have already tried
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that, and it is meaningless.”

c. Solomon has examined everything proposed by worldly wisdom, by maddening
pleasure, and even by the more refined and regulated mirth. He participated in it to
the point that nobody coming after him could exceed him in this experimentation.

2:13 Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.

1. Wisdom is superior to folly. Especially is this true if the wisdom is based upon God
and what is right.

2. “As far as light excels darkness” shows how much superior wisdom is.

In the next verses, he tells why this is so.

4. It is up to man to make the right decision — wisdom or foolishness. A man’s life is
all about decisions.

[98)

2:14 The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself
perceived also that one event happeneth to them all.

1.

But which is better in the final outcome? -especially when viewed as dealing with purely

earthly values?

a. The man with worldly wisdom has intelligence enough to manage his affairs.

b. He may be a builder, or a farmer, or an economist, but he succeeds by the world’s
standard. He may even pursue pleasure, but with a degree of respectability.

The fool walks in darkness (that is, in error), because he is lacking in wisdom.

a. At least the wise man can see what lies ahead of him, and can choose a path that will
give him the most happiness.

b. On the other hand, the fool must grope his way along, obtaining happiness only by
chance.

c. However, the advantage is temporary, because, the same fate comes to both.

So, Solomon realized that one event happened to both people.

a. This event, no doubt, is death. Both of them die.

b. So, what is the difference? Compare what Job said to his friends in regard to
something very similar, in 21:26.

2:15 Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why
was I then more wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.

1.

2.

If the same fate awaits the wise and the fool, why put such a premium on wisdom all his
life?

a. The only redeeming feature of wisdom is the light it sheds along the way.

b. It is very dangerous to put too much trust in the wisdom of this world.

The Preacher’s conclusion is that this also is vanity.

2:16 For there is no remembrance of the wise more than of the fool for ever; seeing that which
now is in the days to come shall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.

1.
2.

After a while, people forget both the wise and the fools.
He says that what is happening right now will, in the future, also be forgotten.
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3. The wise man will die, just as will the fool.

2:17 Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me:
for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.
1. He hated life. He seems to be saying he gets no satisfaction out of life.
2. The work that is done “under the sun” is hard because:
a. Both the wise man and fool die and are quickly forgotten.
b. Fame is ephemeral (transient) — as one day.
c. So, what is the point?
3. The conclusion is “all is vanity and vexation of spirit.”
a. “Vanity” means it is empty and meaningless (that is, without God).
b. “Vexation of spirit” means it is troublesome, and not understood (without God).

The conclusion to Solomon's experiments. 2:18-26.

2:18 Yea, [ hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto
the man that shall be after me.

1. “I hated all my labor which I had taken (toiled for, labored for) under the sun:”

a. He would die and leave it all behind. (cf. I Timothy 6:10-12)
b. He would leave it to the one who would come after him.

2. C.E. Stuart wrote: “Death is a worm at the root of the tree of pleasure. It mars pleasure, it
chills enjoyment, for it cuts off man just when he would sit down after years of toil to
reap the fruit of his labor.”

3. Compare this sentiment with that of Moses (Numbers 11:15), and Job (Job 3:21; 6:9).

2:19 And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a fool? yet shall he have rule over all
my labour wherein I have laboured, and wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This
is also vanity.
1. His heir might be wise, but he also may be a stupid spendthrift, a playboy, a loafer.
a. This seems to have really nettled him.
b. He may have been thinking of Rehoboam.
1). Rehoboam, refusing the advice of the older counselors, divided the kingdom.
2). He bought off Egypt when Judah was invaded. He gave them the temple trea-
sures: “The shields of gold went to swell the coffers of Egypt, and Rehoboam had
to substitute shields of brass in their stead.” (II Chronicles 12:9-10)
2. TItis ironic that Solomon, who has been known through the ages for his wisdom, would
lament over the possibility that a fool might rule over his goods. Consider the following:
a. Solomon sometimes made the worst use possible of his wisdom:
1). In many ways he disregarded the advice of his father, David. (I Chronicles
28:11Y)
2). He had seven hundred wives (who led him astray) and three hundred concubines.
3). Yet, he left only one son behind to possess his position and his work.
4). He allowed himself to be influenced by idolatry.
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b. His son (Rehoboam) was by all standards the silliest of fools. (I Kings 12; 14:21fY)

2:20 Therefore I went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under
the sun.
1. “Iwent about” shows that he turned from one course of action to another. This expres-
sion indicates a clear turning around, i.e., from one action to another.
2. He realizes that in the present state of affairs it is impossible to prevent these evils.
3. So, he begins to despair over the toilsome labor which he has done “under the sun.”

2:21 For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in equity; yet to a
man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. This also is vanity and a great
evil.

1. Thinking of all this caused gloom and depression.

2. He is alluding to himself.

a. He says, in effect, “I have labored to exercise my mind in wisdom.”
b. “I have labored to exercise my mind in knowledge,”
c. And “Thave labored to exercise my mind in equity;”
1). “Equity” means equal and fair, or fairness in dealing with others.
2). Solomon is referring to his desire to dispense justice.

3. The second full clause seems to refer to his son, Rehoboam. Rehoboam has not labored
in the things of Solomon, and has not valued what Solomon thought was valuable. How
can he be the man Solomon was?

4. No wonder Solomon thought “this also is vanity and a great evil.”

2:22  For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath
laboured under the sun?
1. What difference does it make how much striving, plodding, fretting and fuming to
accumulate all this five minutes after death? (cf. I Corinthians 15:58)
2. We know that what really matters is laying up for oneself “treasures in heaven.”
3. How sad to put one’s life into what one feels is extremely important, and know that you
will leave the legacy, work, or whatever, in the hands of one who knows nothing about
how much trouble has been put into it, and who does not care about it.

2:23 For all his days are sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night.
This is also vanity.
1. How sad that one has to worry over one’s life and work, and to know that it all may be
squandered by someone who is reckless and uncaring.
2. If one has hope only in this life, one has a life that is most miserable.
3. Life is a king-sized frustration for those who have no hope beyond the grave.

2:24  There is nothing better for a man, than that he should eat and drink, and that he should
make his soul enjoy good in his labour. This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God.
1. Logically, a man needs to find enjoyment in eating and drinking, and his daily work.
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a. Compare I Corinthians 15:32, “What is my advantage if the dead rise not? Let us eat
and drink; for tomorrow we die.”

b. God gives man the ability even to enjoy the pleasures of life.

There seems to be a problem in the translation of this verse. The literal Hebrew is “It is

not good for man that he should eat,” etc., “and should make his soul see good.”

The literal idea seems to be that “it is not good that a man should feast himself, and

falsely make as though, his soul were happy:” “he thus refers to a false pretending of

happiness acquired by and for one's self:” — Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary

In Ecclesiastes 3:12,22, and 5:18-19, the real seeing, or finding pleasure, is when God

gives it.

2:25 For who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto, more than I?

1.

One cannot truly appreciate life if he tries to live it without God.

a. At least he did enjoy what he ate.

b. Compare John D Rockefeller, who had an income of about a million dollars a week.
One of his biographers said he lived on a diet that a pauper would have despised.
“Now less than a hundred pounds in weight, he sampled everything (at breakfast). A
drop of coffee, a spoonful of cereal, a forkful of egg, and a bit of chop the size of a
pea.” — Jules Abels, The Rockefeller Billions, p. 299.

There are differences in the MSS on this verse. Coverdale translated it, “For who maye

eat, drynke, or bring enythinge to pass without him?”

One must understand that many of these statements are made with the understanding that

one is trying to live, and be happy, without God. It cannot be done.

2:26 For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to
the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before
God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit.

1.

A general principle.

a. God rewards righteousness and punishes sin.

b. What could be more punishing and defeating than to see what one had gained taken
over by someone else?

c. Even the best gifts of God, wisdom, knowledge, joy are not permanent, but these do
come from God, if a man will take advantage of them.

The way of man is not in himself. He needs the wisdom, knowledge, and joy that God

can give. Man cannot save himself, because he has no way to know what to do without

the help of God.

“To the sinner he gives travail” (pain).

a. Whatever the sinner may gather and store up is taken away from him and given to
those who please God.

b. Solomon says, this also is vanity (meaningless), and vexation of spirit (or chasing
after the wind).

c. Most of the Hollywood crowd, who make millions of dollars, and who live in luxury,
go to psychiatrists, and live in fear, and sometimes live in downright misery from the
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alcohol and drugs that are taken to kill the pain.
It is obvious that the results of the practices of human beings are subject to another’s
will, and not just to the doer

Chapter 3

Providence works with us under law. Live with one - fanatical.
Live with all - well adjusted.

3:1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:
1. “To every thing (or every separate work) there is a season” (an appropriate time, a fitting
time, for this work, or actions of people, to be done).

a.
b.

C.

God, in his providence, has given man so many things that will bless his life.

It is not the enjoyment or use of these blessings, but the abuse of these blessings
(making them the most important thing in life) that condemns man.

There is a season for summer, winter, day, night, clear weather, wet weather, etc.

2. “A time to every purpose.”

a.

o po o

God is the absolute ruler over His people.

1). There is a divinely ordered time for all human activity.

2). God, through providence, governs the world.

“Time” is something God has given to man.

It is not merely que sera, sera.

There are certain inflexible laws and principles.

There is a list of 28 activities in this section, nearly every aspect of life.

1). Inasenseitis a list of opposites.

2). There are fourteen positives, and fourteen negatives, which are realities that are
governed by the laws of life.

3:2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is

planted;

1. “A time to be born, and a time to die;”

a.

“A time to be born” — Even the parents must wait out the nine months, the normal

birth cycle. Even the person being born has absolutely no control over the birth.

1). “Born” means to bear, or to bring forth.

2). John 16:21, “A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is
come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the
anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.”

3). Acts 17:26-28, “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in
him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets
have said, For we are also his offspring.”
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b. “A time to die” — 70 years, maybe 80, Psalm 90:10. (cf. Hebrews 9:27)

c. Jesus referred to this in John 7:8: “Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto this
feast; for my time is not yet full come.”

2. “A time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted;” (pluck up or uproot).

a. Those in the field of agriculture are well acquainted with this concept. (cf. Genesis
8:22)

b. There is a time of the year to plant, and to harvest. In most of North America, one
does not plant a garden in December, nor does one pick strawberries in January.

c. InJeremiah, this concept is used in connection with the building of a nation, or a
kingdom, to build it, or to tear it down. (Jeremiah 18:7-9)

3:3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;
1. “A time to kill, and a time to heal.”
a. This may possibly refer to warfare, capital punishment, or self-defense, etc.
There is a time when man destroys life, and there is a time when he tries to save it.
c. There is a time for a judge to impose capital punishment, and there is a time when he
must use kindness and mercy.
d. “Healing” is used variously in the Scriptures:
1). Literally, in Isaiah 38:5,21.
2). Figuratively, in Deuteronomy 32:39; Hosea 6:1.
3). Spiritually, in Psalm 147:3; Isaiah 57:19.
2. “A time to break (tear) down, and a time to build up.”
a. Compare wrecking crews, and the demolishing of old buildings, etc.
b. Then, there is a time for the builders to practice (set in motion) their trade.
c. This may be said of a family, a nation, or even the church. (Revelation 2:5)

3:4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
1. “A time to weep, and a time to laugh.”
a. Man is well acquainted with tragedy and comedy.
b. Serious illness, and death often cause men to weep.
2. “A time to mourn, and a time to dance” (put back into motion).
b. A funeral is a time to mourn. In a spiritual sense, it is a time to mourn when those
we have taught refuse to accept the truth.
c. The wedding reception is certainly a time to make merry. The Hebrew word for
“dance” means to spring about wildly, or for joy; to jump, leap, and skip. — BDB
d. Sin should cause one to mourn. Becoming a Christian should cause great joy.

3:5 A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a
time to refrain from embracing;
1. “A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;”
a. Maybe this is a time to clear land. (An example, a garden). (cf. Isaiah 5:2)
b. Iknow of several who have gathered stones to build a house, or a wall, etc.
2. “A time to embrace, and a time to refrain (shun) from embracing;”
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a. Itisused as a metaphor in courting, or in marriage.
b. This is the Hebrew way of understanding this part of the verse.

3:6 A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
1. “A time to get and a time to lose;” (a time to seek, and a time to give up for lost)
a. Itisatime to gain (Hebrew “seek’) honestly a livelihood. (cf. Ephesians 4:28)
b. Compare our business cycles with their fluctuating profits and losses.
c. Some translate this “a time to search and a time to give up.”
2. “A time to keep and a time to cast (throw) away.”
a. Compare what nearly every housewife does.
b. This has a definite spiritual application:
1). One would need to cast away even the dearest object, if that object has the
potential of keeping one out of heaven. (cf. Matthew 5:29, 30)
2). This is important because God will cast off those who sin against him: “And the
LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into
the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight.” (I Kings 17:20)
“And the LORD rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great
indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day.” (Deuteronomy
29:28)

3:7 A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
1. “A time to rend, and a time to sew.”
a. This speaks loudly to every housewife who knows how rend (tear, rip) and to sew.
b. Solomon is no doubt using this figuratively because of what God will do to those who
continue to break his laws.
2. “A time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”
a. Compare Numbers 20:10; Psalm 106:33.
If a principle or cause is at stake we must speak. (cf. Esther 4:13-14)
c. Dante said, “The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who remain neutral in a
time of great moral crises.”

3:8 A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.

1. “A time to love, and a time to hate.”
a. We are to love God, our brothers, and anything that is good. (I John 5:2)
b. “Fear God, and keep his commandments,” is certainly one aspect of this.
c. We are to hate all sin and lust for power, money and fame.

2. “A time of war, and a time of peace.”
a. It seems the whole history of mankind have been periods of war and peace.
b. There seems to be a natural yearning for peace built into most men.

3:9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?
1. What lasting gain has a worker for all his toil?
a. For every constructive activity there is a destructive one.
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For every plus there is a minus.
c. There are fourteen positives canceled out by fourteen negatives.
d. So, the Mathematical formula of life is 14-14=0. It is the balance of life. That is all
there is at the end of life, without God.
2. So, what is the answer? There is no profit of a permanent nature! for man, in this life,
without God.
3. Life is vain without God, and there is no meaningful future without him.

3:10 I have seen the travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised in it.
1. This “travail” (this burden that God has laid on men) is considered by some to be a
conclusion to the things described above.
2. Solomon gives this catalog of all that man does, the ways he is employed, along with
whatever he might pursue in this life. He had seen it all.

3:11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so
that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.
1. Everything God has made is beautiful in its time, but it is the breaking of the law, and the
misuse of what God has made that causes man to suffer.

a. Everything has its own designated time. “Time” is used of an event, occurrence, or
occasion.

b. God's work (creation, providence, eschatology) cannot be known apart from revela-
tion

2. God has so set the world (eternity) in man’s heart so that when he chooses, he may
choose in view of the fact that man will live forever. All too many do not do so.

a. The context seems to say that the word “world” ought to be translated in its normal
sense of “eternity.”

The writer is contrasting individual occurrences of time and eternity.

c. Because of the limit of the human mind, one cannot comprehend the work of God and
the seeming paradoxes and mysteries of life, but God has given man the ability to see
the idea of spending eternity with him, if we cooperate and work with him.

3. It is impossible for man to comprehend all that God has done, or will do.
4. God's appointments are, by reason of their extent and duration, incomprehensible to us.

3:12  “I know that there is no good in them, but for a man to rejoice, and to do good in his life.”

1. The NASB reads, “I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do
good in one's lifetime;” (“No good” would be better translated “nothing better.”)

2. The expression “in them” means the sons of men.

3. Man cannot change the way the world is, so it is best for man to be morally good, submit
to God in every way, not misuse God’s world, but use it properly, and do as much good to
others as is possible.

4. “To do good in his life” means that one works side by side with God, cooperating with
God to do his will, and to help others (our families, neighbors, the poor, the nation) as
much as possible.
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3:13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the
gift of God.
1. Some seem to think this should be translated along literal lines: “and also as to every man
who eats,” etc., “this is the gift of God.”
2. This is the best man can do “under the sun.”
a. God meant for man to eat and drink of his labors.
b. He meant for man to enjoy the good of all his labor.
3. “Itis the gift of God.” When we receive the good things of life as God’s gift, we receive
and use it properly.

3:14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any
thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.

1. Since man is being conditioned in the enjoyment of life, and his being conditioned by the
absolute God, he has certainly an ethical end in view, as is expressed in the conclusion
which Koheleth now begins to reach in this verse.

2. God's decrees are immutable. Man cannot alter them.

a. It is foolish to fight against God.
b. It would be much better to respect Him and submit to his control.

3:15 That which hath been is now; and that which is to be hath already been; and God requireth
that which is past.
1. The NASB translates this in a better way: “That which is has been already, and that which
will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by.”
a. That which is happening now has happened before.
b. That which will happen in the future has happened before.
2. What is happening now is a replay.
a. “History repeats itself.” There is nothing new. (1:9)
b. God requires (that is, requires for judgment) it to happen as in the past.
c. When one thinks about it, one should not be surprised.
1). God has always controlled and governed consistently.
2). Compare the perfect orderliness of all of the phenomena of the universe. I am
reminded of the verse about the Mississippi River in “Old Man River”: “he just
keeps rolling along.”

Even Perversion of Justice must serve his Sovereign purpose. 3:16-22

3:16 And moreover I saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there; and
the place of righteousness, that iniquity was there.
1. The Preacher now tells about some things that he has observed.
2. He has seen crookedness in the law courts.
a. In earthly places of judgment (the seat of the authorized judge), he saw wickedness.
b. In the place where there should have been righteousness, there was iniquity.
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c. In every generation we have had to fight against the abuse of power, and the perver-
sion of judgment.

1). Ithink this may be because judges do not recognize that they are to be representa-
tives of God.

2). We have too many lawyers, who are more interested in winning cases, than in
justice. Also, there are those who are more interested in what is going on “under
the table” than in justice.

3). This is what happens, when men are left to themselves, and are not controlled by
the higher power and law of God.

3:17 1Isaid in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there
for every purpose and for every work.

1.
2.

There will be a time when God will right the wrongs of man.

Man has time here, “under the sun,” but there is a time when God will be the judge. The
second “there” in the verse is significant. It is contrasted with what happens here.

There will be justice, and vengeance, and the wrath of God will be made known against
those who perverted justice, and who side stepped what was right.

3:18 Isaid in mine heart concerning the estate of the sons of men, that God might manifest
them, and that they might see that they themselves are beasts.

1.

2.

[98)

“I said in mine own heart,” or “I said to myself.” God is not speaking, and thus it is
unwise to try to build a doctrine on these verses as the cults have done.

This verse might be stated in a more literal and clear way: “I said in my heart, reflecting
on the state of the sons of men, O that God would enlighten them, and make them see that
even they themselves are like beasts.”

Obviously man must be allowed to be this way, or there would not be free more agency.
“The sons of men,” or the “sons of Adam” is an expression meaning and referring to the
fallen state of man. (cf. Deuteronomy 32:8)

If these men can see what they are doing, and what they have become, maybe they will
repent.

These verses are to be viewed as we would view them without God and Bible. (vss. 18-
21)

3:19 For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them:
as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preemi-
nence above a beast: for all is vanity.

1.
2.

God ordains the circumstances that befall man, even and including death.

Maybe he will be able to see, that without God, he is nothing more than a beast, and in
view of eternity, maybe he will repent.

Man is like beasts in that he dies just as they do. He has breath, as do they. However, if
man has no preeminence above the beast, all is vanity.

God has given man preeminence:

a. God has made man a little lower than the angels.
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b. He has put into him an eternal spirit.
c. He has given him dominion over, or control of, the animal kingdom. (cf. Genesis
1:28)

3:20 All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
1. This is a continuation of the list of the previous verse.
2. If man is no more than a beast, then the body goes back to the dust of the earth.
3. But, man is more than the animal. He has an eternal spirit.

3:21 Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?
1. TItake this to be an expression of much ignorance on the spirit of man and where that
spirit goes at death.
2. This verse does not claim that Solomon knew nothing of a future existence.
3. The word “spirit” (ruwach) means breath or spirit, but the distinguishing aspect in this
verse is that one goes up, and the other goes down (this makes a difference).
4. There is no comfort for the materialist in this verse.

3:22  Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing better, than that a man should rejoice in his own
works; for that is his portion: for who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?
1. What is to become of man’s work after he is dead? (cf. Ecclesiastes 2:19; 6:12)
a. Most commentators think of this verse as speaking of one committed to God.
1). If there is nothing after death, there is nothing better than to enjoy one's daily
activities.
2). If there is something beyond the grave, then work with God, and enjoy and
rejoice in one’s work.
b. There is nothing better in this world than to have a good conscience, never allowing
sin to supercede righteousness, rejoicing and being cheerful in life.
2. “For that is his portion:” means that this is what has been given to him in this life.
3. “For who shall bring him to see what shall be after him?” indicates that in this life we do
not know where we will go, what it will be like, how it will be with the spirit, etc., etc.
4. Also the verse admits that one does not know what will happen with what we have done,
collected, and treasured in this life, after we are dead and gone.

Chapter 4

Another group of things by which vanity is demonstrated. (Even though one might find
some happiness in working, even this is reduced to vanity in various ways.)

The wrongs suffered by man from man through the infliction of haughty, unmerciful and
cruel oppressions.

4:1 So I returned, and considered all the oppressions that are done under the sun: and behold
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the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had no comforter; and on the side of their oppres-
sors there was power; but they had no comforter.

1.

Vanity is demonstrated by these oppressions considered only “under the sun,” which

leaves them with no hope or comfort derived from a higher power.

a. There were the tears of the oppressed.

b. “There was no comforter for them.”

c. Itisa picture of a hopeless lot, because on the side of their oppressors there was
power (strength, might). They were not protected, nor were they comforted.

d. “Oppressions” is a Hebrew word that signifies any kind of injury received in one’s
person, property, or one’s good fame.

2. The sad lot of the oppressed no doubt brought many tears.

3.

a. “Man's inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn.” - Robert Burns
b. Solomon was grieved to see the tears of the oppressed, the power of the oppressors,
and the failure of anyone to defend the downtrodden.
c. There are many indications in the O.T. of how people were oppressed:
1). Some acquired wealth by unjust means. (Malachi 3:5)
2). There were those who oppressed the hireling in his wages.
3). Some people had wages withheld.
4). Some loaned money with usurious rates of interest.
5). Some were enslaving their fellow Israelites. (Nehemiah 5:1 — Brothers cried out
against brothers.)
In view of this life seems to lose it worth, and attraction for Koheleth.

4:2  Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet

alive.
1.

The dead were better off than the living.

a. Death provided a welcomed escape.

b. The question was not so much, “Is there life after death” as, “Is there life after birth?”

c. He considered those who had escaped from the pilgrimage of life to the place where
the wicked cannot trouble, and the weary can find some rest, to be fortunate.

2. Iam reminded of the ones being persecuted in the early church (as were the people here),

and what the Spirit said to them: “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence-
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow
them.” (Revelation 14:13)

4:3  Yea, better is he than both they, which hath not yet been, who hath not seen the evil work
that is done under the sun.

1.

This section might be headed “Social Problems.” (The use of these social problems as
illustrations makes the issue under discussion plainer, and that issue is the vanity of all
purely earthly values).

“Better is he than both they,” that is, those who have already died, and those who have

not yet been born.

“Who have not seen the evil work that is done under the sun” means they have not yet
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experienced the wickedness that those who are living are now experiencing.
Vanity is demonstrated by Envy. (vs 4-6) (The futility of earthly endeavor)

4:4  Again, I considered all travail, and every right work, that for this a man is envied of his
neighbour. This is also vanity and vexation of spirit.
1. “I considered all travail,” or pain.
2. He also considered “every right work” meaning every success in work.
3. “For this a man is envied of his neighbor.” This means that every successful work that
man accomplishes makes that worker an object of envy by his neighbor.
a. The desire to outdo one's neighbor, or keeping up with the Joneses!

1). Healthy competition OK, but...

2). When Michelangelo and Raphael were commissioned to use their artistic talents
to adorn the Vatican, a deep spirit of rivalry broke out between them. “Although
each had a different job to do, they became so jealous that at last they would not
speak to one another.”

3). A modern cynic: “I've everything that life has to offer, but all I see is one guy
trying to out do another in a futile attempt at happiness.” — Revolution Now, pg.
37

b. This, the Preacher declares, is vanity (emptiness) and vexation (troubled) of spirit.

4:5 The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth his own flesh.

1. In contrast to those whose motive and reward is envy is the fool - the dull, stupid
sluggard.
a. “Folds his hands together” is used figuratively to fold one’s hands in idleness. - BDB
b. “Eateth his own flesh” means he destroys, consumes, or ruins himself.

2. Comfort and enjoyment of life comes through hard work and industry.

3. The apostle Paul wrote, “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that
if any would not work, neither should he eat.” (II Thessalonians 3:10)

4:6 Better is an handful with quietness, than both the hands full with travail and vexation of
spirit.
1. The rat race of life compared to a life of ease.
a. Verse six paraphrased by Leupold: “Rather would I have my ease, though I possess
but little, than acquire more and have all the vexation that goes with it.”
b. It is preferable to have one portion with peace, than two portions and a heart attack.
2. Tt is hard to know whether Solomon is quoting the slothful man, or giving his own advice.
a. Ifitis the sluggard’s words, it becomes an excuse for his idleness. A little is better
than working oneself into a frenzy of competition.
b. Ifitis Solomon’s advice, it suggests a middle road between two extremes. One
extreme is plain laziness, and the other is a pursuit for more to the point that a man is
consumed by his wanting.
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Vanity is demonstrated by loneliness. 7-12

4:7 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun.

1.

This vanity seems to stem from being without brother and childless. (This vanity seems
to be described in the next verse.)

2. These examples are examples of vanity, or, at least lead to vanity.

4:8 There is one alone, and there is not a second; yea, he hath neither child nor brother: yet is
there no end of all his labour; neither is his eye satisfied with riches; neither saith he, For whom
do I labour, and bereave my soul of good? This is also vanity, yea, it is a sore travail.

1.

“One alone.”
a. “There is not a second” agrees with “one alone.” This man seems to be the center of
his own existence.
b. “He has neither child nor brother.” He is indeed alone.
He is a miser. (Indeed, he is miserable)
a. There is no end of all his labor. He is always toiling.
b. His eyes are not satisfied or content with his riches. (cf 1:8)
1). Samuel Johnson said, “the lust for gold, unfeeling and remorseless, is the last
corruption of degenerate man.”
2). There are many today, like this man, who continue to drive themselves to earn
more and more. How unlike this is a Christian taught to be! (Matthew 6:19-21)
3). In some ways this is a good illustration of covetousness.
He essentially asked two questions:
a. “For whom am I laboring?”’
b. “Why am I bereaving (depriving) my soul of good (enjoyment)?”
The whole scenario is meaningless. It is not just travail, it is “sore travail.” It is an
empty, wretched way to live.

Fellowship and partnership has advantages. 9-12

4:9 Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.

1.

There are four illustrations of this:

a. Two are better than one because by cooperation they can produce more efficiently.

b. There are obvious advantages of fellowship and partnership. Many different aspects
of this are illustrated in the following verses.

“A man without companions is like the left hand without the right.” — The Talmud

God knew when he made man that it was not good for man to be alone.

a. Compare also the friendship, fellowship and companionship of good friends, and the
church.

b. The help, fellowship, or social aspects of one’s life cannot be overlooked.

Another aspect of this is illustrated somewhat in Luke 12:13-21.

a. It remains true that “you can't take it with you.”

b. So if there is no loved one to labor for, such miserly conduct is doubly pointless.
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4:10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth;
for he hath not another to help him up.
1. The first illustration: if an accident occurs, one can help the other.
2. Thave known of those who lived alone, and have fallen, and no one was there to help
them up.
3. This is one of the great features of Christianity: As a Christian, we dwell in God and he
dwells inus. (I John 4:12,13)

4:11 Again, if two lie together, then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone?
1. The second illustration has to do with two in a bed on a cold night and each can help to
keep the other warm.
2. There have actually been some real news stories in our lifetime of people who have been
saved by the warmth of someone else’s body.
3. In a day when we have central heat, and electric blankets, it is hard for us to understand
this sort of statement.

4:12 And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not
quickly broken.
1. This verse contains the third and fourth illustration.
2. There is more protection against attack. The “one” means an enemy.
3. A rope is stronger with three cords than one with one or even two. Think of how strong
the family, church, and friends are when they stand together. (cf. Il Samuel 10:11)

Vanity is demonstrated by the decay of working power. Verses 13-16

4:13 Better is a poor and a wise child than an old and foolish king, who will no more be
admonished.
1. Vanity is not confined to peons, but is also found in the palaces of kings.
2. Power and authority sometimes corrupts people. Especially is this true of those who
forget their upbringing, and who have no dependency upon God.
“Child” in this passage would be better translated, “young man.”
4. “Admonished” means he cannot be taught, or warned. He thinks too highly of himself.
He thinks no one knows as much as he does, and so, does not need the input of anyone.

(98]

4:14  For out of prison he cometh to reign; whereas also he that is born in his kingdom
becometh poor.
1. There is here a hint of the uncertainty of popular favor.
a. Popularity is not capable of bringing real satisfaction.
b. For one thing, this is true because of the fickleness of people.
2. A man is described who overcame poverty and a prison record to become king.
a. However, he has become stubborn and obstinate.
b. He will not listen to his advisors.
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c. Itis better to have a young man who is teachable who will reign in his stead.
3. Itis interesting how many people in the O.T., N.T., and in world history, that rose to
power, even to being the head of a country, that had previously been in prison.

4:15 I considered all the living which walk under the sun, with the second child that shall stand
up in his stead.
1. More literally, he saw all the population of the young man's kingdom, all the people.
2. Solomon thought in terms of the heir apparent to the old king. He realized that in time
the same thing that happened to the old king might very well happen to this one.

4:16 There is no end of all the people, even of all that have been before them: they also that
come after shall not rejoice in him. Surely this also is vanity and vexation of spirit.
1. Solomon indicates that generation follows generation. People are all the same.
a. At first, the people are pleased with the new king.
b. Intime, however, they will turn against him, as they did the old king, and rally to the
next contender. (This sounds like something we might have witnessed.)
c. People are not long satisfied, and sometimes quickly call for change.
2. So, seeing this fickleness, instability, etc., it made Solomon realize that even the world's
highest honors are empty.

Chapter 5
An Inserted Exhortation - against the danger of becoming vain in Worship. 5:1-9.

Warning against formalism and externalism. Compare Matthew 6:7. Man must observe his
responsibility with caution and fear God. 5:1-7.

5:1 Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give
the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil.

1. Watch your step when you go into the house of God. (Notice the change from the first
person in 4:15 to the second person pronoun in this verse.) (The Hebrew and most
versions understand this to be connected with chapter 4.)

a. Since reverence is due to God, when one went into the house of God, one should do
so with reverence, and awe. “Keep thy foot” stands for subjection and reverence.

b. Keep your mind engaged on what you are doing, and what your purpose is.

c. It would be better not to go to worship at all, than to have a wrong spirit, and go
without consideration, and a reverent feeling.

2. It is interesting to some commentators that Solomon uses “Elohim” and not “Yahweh”
(the covenant God) for the name of God.

3. “Be more ready to hear” obviously means to go into the house of God for the purpose of
hearing and obeying.

4. “Than to give the sacrifice of fools (wicked people): for they consider not that they do
evil.” (cf. Proverbs 15:5)
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a. The only cure for human vanity is the appropriate reverence for God and worship.

b. If a person is not sincere, and intent on turning away from one’s sins, such worship
will not be accepted by the Lord.

c. Sometimes people who have not been taught do not realize that they are doing evil.

d. They seem not to be able to distinguish between good and evil.

5:2  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before God:
for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.

1. Avoid recklessness in prayers, promises, and mere professions of devotion to God.

2. Weigh the words you use, think them through, speak as few as possible.

3. We need to be less a word machine, and more of a heart machine.

5:3 For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is known by
multitude of words.
1. Watch about having an hyperactive mouth.

a. “Words are like leaves, and where they most abound, much fruit of sense beneath is
rarely found.” — Alexander Pope.

b. Solomon is not giving a scientific explanation on dreams. Rather he is pointing out
what seemed to be a connection between the mind's activity during the day and the
restless dreams at night.

2. We know how the work of the day (especially wearisome work) may engross the mind
and cause all kinds of dreams.

3. In the same way much talking (especially inconsiderate and insincere words) often causes
foolish speech, as well as betray one’s foolish words.

5:4  When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay
that which thou hast vowed.
1. A vow made to God needs to be paid promptly. (cf. Deuteronomy 23:21-23)
2. When men are in some great difficulty, or in great distress, they sometimes make
promises to God, and when the difficulty or distress is relieved, they forget their promise.
3. The verse indicates that one who delays in fulfilling one’s vow is a fool.
a. God has no pleasure in fools (the meaning of this word runs all the way from being
stupid to being arrogant).
b. To keep from being a fool, fulfill your vow.

5:5 Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.

1. Do not make a vow if you don't intent to pay (or keep it).
a. Compare the promise, “Lord, if you'll get me out of this, I'll serve you forever.”
b. Compare when one has a moment of spiritual exhilaration.
c. Compare one’s marriage vows, or one’s confession and baptism. How much more

should be our vows to God!
2. People of God are under continual obligation to live for God (keep one’s promises).
3. The person who vows, and does not keep it, commits two wrongs: to God, and to himself.
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5:6  Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, that it was
an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy the work of thine hands?
1. The general rule: “Don't let your mouth (your speech) lead you into sin.”
2. Do not try to excuse or get around your vow. Do not say, “I did not mean to say that.” It
is bad to try to evade what one previously vowed.
“Flesh” is a metonym for one’s whole person.
4. Because the angel is the personal representative of God, it is an “error” (sin) to say to
God, “I did not mean it.”
a. The angel here could be an angel from heaven.
b. Itis possible that the angel is a priest. Malachi 2:7 calls the priest “the messenger
(angel) of the LORD of hosts.”
5. One cannot appease the anger of the Lord for disobedience with a few fair spoken words.

[98)

5:7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there are also divers vanities: but fear thou
God.
1. As in dreams, in words spoken unadvisedly there is futility and ruin.
Speaking many words results in positive vanity (meaningless).
a. We need not speak anything which we do not sincerely mean.
b. There is only one thing to do: fear God. (cf. 12:13)
If one fears God, one need not fear dreams, or many, random words.
4. The one who fears God will not likely vow a foolish vow.

(98]

Comfort in the face of opposition 8-9

5:8 If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a
province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be
higher than they.
1. Do not despair. God is higher than all, and all accounts will be settled one day.
2. There are those who oppress the poor, and there is a violent perverting of judgment and
justice in many areas.
a. The government officials who are over a particular area either know, or do not know,
about what is taking place. (cf. even Solomon, I Kings 12:4)
b. Ifitis the case that they know, and are doing nothing about it, there is one who is
higher than any earthly power, and he is always aware of what is taking place.
c. Justice will be served in the end. God has not abandoned the world. His eyes are
upon their ways. (cf. Job 24:23)

5:9 Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field.
1. Even the highest official is dependent on the produce of the field — thus on God. The
high officials of the world may not realize this, but it is none the less true.
2. If the king oppresses the ones who are growing the crops, he is only hurting himself.
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Another group of things by which vanity is demonstrated. The Vanity of Riches 5:10-20

5:10 He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with
increase: this is also vanity.

1.

2.
3.

4,

5:11

Silver (riches) are unable to satisfy. “Satisfied” means “to have enough, be (to the) full
(of), satisfy (with).” — Strong’s

It is like the more one gets, the more one wants to get.

We know that God will judge harshly those who love silver more than him. It needs to be
added that rarely is a man’s soul satisfied with merely the increase of silver.

The Preacher claims this is also vanity (meaninglessness).

When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the

owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?

1.

The more goods one has the more expense is involved in maintenance.

a. “They” equal the parasites (management consultants, tax advisers, accountants, law-
yers, household employees, sponging relatives), the ones that cause the costs to go up.

b. Too, the more one has the more complicated is the upkeep. (e.g., higher taxes)

One can only wear just so much, and eat so much.

The main benefit at this point is to just look at the bank balance, and maybe have the

attitude of the rich man in Luke 12:19.

5:12  The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance of
the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

1.

2.

The man who works hard is ready to sink into sleep when the day is over. This takes
place whether he eats a little or much.

The rich man has too much apprehension to sleep. (cf. Rolaids)

a. He worries about the market.

b. He is worried about thefts and embezzlements.

c. The poor does not have this worry.

Riches as being a harm to man. 13-17

5:13 There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners
thereof to their hurt.

1.
2.
3.

Riches often hurt, especially when hoarded.
It is not the riches that produces the problem, but one’s attitude toward the riches.

A rich man may harm himself through riches in many ways:

a. He may worry himself sick afraid of losing his riches.

b. He may have a guilty conscience because he has misused his riches.

c. Tknow of people who have lost all, and did themselves harm.

d. He may not be able to rest because he is afraid of thieves.

e. He may be worried about what his heirs will do with his riches after he is gone.
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5:14 But those riches perish by evil travail: and he begetteth a son, and there is nothing in his
hand.
1. A calamity strikes and all is gone. (In today’s world we might have a market crash.)
2. People who invest unwisely, or who have tragedy strike, and they lose everything, will
not have anything to leave their children.

5:15 As he came forth of his mother's womb, naked shall he return to go as he came, and shall
take nothing of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand.

1. As aresult of losing his riches, he dies a pauper. (cf. I Timothy 6:6-10)

2. Cecil Rhodes — “I've found much in Africa. Diamonds, gold and land are mine, but now I
must leave them all behind. Not a thing I've gained can be taken with me. I have not
sought eternal treasures, therefore I actually have nothing at all.”

3. The Psalmist declared: “For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not
descend after him.” (Psalm 49:17)

5:16 And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit
hath he that hath laboured for the wind?
1. We might say with the preacher, “this is a sore evil.” “Sore” is often used in connection
with a grieving sickness.
2. One who has not laid up for himself treasures in heaven, has lived his life in vain.

5:17  All his days also he eateth in darkness, and he hath much sorrow and wrath with his
sickness.

1. A reverse of the Cinderella story - from riches to rags. (At last, his life is filled with
gloom, grief, worry, resentment, sickness) There is nothing to show for a lifetime of
work.

2. What, then, is a life worth which is lived under the sun, without God?

A brief exhortation to enjoy the gifts God permits. 18-20

5:18 Behold that which I have seen: it is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, and to
enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of his life, which God
giveth him: for it is his portion.

1. The best strategy is to enjoy the common activities of daily life.
He needs to realize that God has given him everything. (cf. Deuteronomy 12:7,18)
“Comely” means “fair, beautiful, or handsome.”
“All the days of his life” is literally “the number of the days of his life.”
“For it is his portion” means that it is his to enjoy. God has given it to him.

i ol i

5:19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to
eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.
1. “The real thing” — The ability to have possessions, to enjoy them, to be satisfied in life,
and to enjoy work.
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2. “This is the gift of God” means it has been given by his grace.

5:20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God answereth him in the
joy of his heart.
1. This man's mind is occupied with the enjoyment of his present circumstances, so he does
not brood over other things.
2. When one lives in God’s favor his days pass more smoothly and more pleasantly

(joyously).
Chapter 6
The Vanity of possessing goods that cannot be enjoyed. 1-6

6:1 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men:
1. “Common among men” is more literally, “great upon man,” or “falls heavily upon man.”
2. A good example of the evil spoken of here is riches.
a. Riches seem so good, so valuable at first, but turns out to be a great evil.
b. Men will lie, steal, cheat and even kill to obtain riches.
c. Possession of riches, and happiness, are not necessarily joined together.

6:2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, and honour, so that he wanteth nothing for
his soul of all that he desireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eateth
it: this is vanity, and it is an evil disease.
1. This verse portrays “a cruel irony” in life that lays a heavy burden on men.
a. God has given a man everything his heart could desire -- wealth, possessions, honor --
but not the capacity to enjoy it.
1). This is legitimate riches, etc., as opposed to gain through oppression, etc.
2). The problem this man has could very well be an inordinate desire for wealth,
even to the point of miserliness and greed.
b. In this case God does not give him the power to eat thereof. Solomon attributes this
incapacity to God.
1). Look at what happened to men like Cain, Ahab, and Haman, to whom God had
given great blessings.
2). For some reason, probably his avarice, he cannot enjoy these blessings of God.
3). Alas, at last, premature death leaves it to a stranger, not even a kinsman.
2. Solomon says it is vanity, and calls it an evil disease. Think of the unhappiness, trouble,
and death, that has come upon many of those who have won the lottery in this country.

6:3 If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be
many, and his soul be not filled with good, and also that he have no burial; I say, that an untimely
birth is better than he.
1. Long life, a big family (a hundred children, or many), etc., mean nothing if he cannot
enjoy what God makes available.
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2. People like Ahab and Haman, allow matters of life to eat at them. What a blessing they
could be to people in this life, if they were what they ought to be.
a. It is because their life is not filled with good that they are miserable.
b. It may even be that they have no honorable burial.
c. lunderstand that in the east not to be buried is considered a great degradation.

3. Solomon argues that such a person would have been better off had he died at birth, been
stillborn, or possibly aborted naturally before the time of birth.

6:4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in darkness, and his name shall be covered
with darkness.
1. A stillborn child arrives without meaning and leaves in anonymity.
2. An avaricious man, when he dies, has much in common with the sentiment of this verse.
3. His life is lived in vanity, when he dies no one notices, and he is never spoken of again.

6:5 Moreover he hath not seen the sun, nor known any thing: this hath more rest than the other.
1. Even though there is no knowledge of this life he has more rest.
2. A covetous rich man lives in misery and suffering, and is to be pitied.
3. Our author thinks the stillborn would have more rest than this covetous rich man.

6:6 Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to
one place?
1. Ifhe should live a long time, what good is it if he cannot enjoy it?
2. If one lived a thousand years plus, and guided by covetousness, not even enjoying what
God had given him, his misery would only have increased exponentially.
3. No wonder he thought he would have been better off dying like the stillborn!

Why a Man cannot be satisfied with riches. 7-9

6:7 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled.
1. The main reason for working is to buy food — for family and self (for the support of life) —
yet, there is no satisfaction (no contentment).
2. A man works for some reason, or for some profit, but as a rule he is never satisfied.
3. The main reason he is not satisfied is that he is providing for the body only. If one would
take into consideration the soul, that one would see a marked difference in that one’s life.
4. This is one of the key reasons for man being unhappy.

6:8 For what hath the wise more than the fool? what hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before
the living?
1. The wise man does not have any advantage over the fool. Both work for the same
purpose.
2. If the poor man knows how to walk before the living, or face life better than the wise and
rich, still he is not any further ahead.
3. Only the person who walks with God has any advantage. (cf. Psalm 116:9)
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6:9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire: this is also vanity and
vexation of spirit.
1. Ttis better to be content with what is set before you than to crave something different.
2. This is the answer to the question of the previous verse.
3. We know how the imagination works. We sometimes express it like this: “money burns
holes in his pocket.”
4. This restless wandering of desire, and not enjoying in a contented way the blessings of the
present, is the subject of Paul in I Timothy 6:6-8.

Why it is useless to strive for riches. 10-12

6:10 That which hath been is named already, and it is known that it is man: neither may he
contend with him that is mightier than he.
1. Whatever exists, or whatever one is, has already been pointed out.
a. We know what man is, and that has been said. There is nothing new.
b. God has ordained the course that man should walk, and man gets into trouble when he
tries to circumvent that course.
2. He is man (red clay) and red clay cannot argue with the creator.
3. Who knows more about what will satisfy and make man happy? God or man?
4. The one who “is mightier than he” is God.

6:11 Seeing there be many things that increase vanity, what is man the better?
1. All things simply multiply vanity. Some MSS have “many words” in the place of “many
things.” The idea seems to be “what do many words do for one?”
2. Solomon has in mind the “many things that increase vanity” as being those things that
have been discussed up to this point.
3. One may argue with the Lord from now till doom’s day, but it will not help, nor will it get
one anywhere.

6:12  For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all the days of his vain life which he
spendeth as a shadow? for who can tell a man what shall be after him under the sun?

1. The fact is, no one knows what is best. That is, no man knows what is best.

2. At best, life without God is an empty life of shadows.

3. Furthermore, no one can tell what will happen on the earth after one is gone.

Chapter 7
Words of Wisdom. How to conduct oneself under the conditions described.

Practical advice for a well ordered life. (A good perspective on life) 1-10
(Good is better). Wisdom united with the fear of God.

7:1 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one's
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. A good name (in the eyes of God) is:

a. A good character (reputation).
1). Itisa godly mind and life.
2). A good reputation (which is to act like a wise man).
b. Is better than precious ointment — that which is costly. However, even the most
costly thing cannot take the place of an honorable life.
c. Contrast between reputation as an honorable attainment, and a fragrant odor as a
gratification of the senses which all men enjoy.
1). Precious ointment will wear off, and have to be reapplied.
2). A good name, like the name Christian, is forever.
d. Compare Philippians 1:21 on death. “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
When we are forced to see what is going to happen to us, it is better.
a. Hebrews 9:27
b. Hebrews 2:14,15
“The day of death” is better than “the day of one’s birth” because one is free from the toil,
oppression, and recklessness of life, plus one is nearer to God. (cf. Philippians 1:23)

7:2 Itis better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the house of feasting: for that is the
end of all men; and the living will lay it to his heart.

1.

4.

A funeral is an excellent example of the house of mourning. A birthday celebration

might be an example of a house of feasting. (“Feasting” in this place means banqueting

and drinking.)

It is better to go to the first rather than the second, because the first is “the end,” or what

will eventually happen to all men.

a. Going to the funeral will remind us of what will happen to all of us. (Hebrews 9:27)

b. Itis an occasion for serious and deeply edifying thoughts and reflections of life.

c. Therefore, hopefully, we might ask ourselves the question, “Am I prepared for this
day?”

“For that is the end of all men.” The antecedent of the pronoun “that” is what is seen in

the house of mourning, that is, death.

“Lay it to his heart” means to consider it carefully, and think of our own end.

7:3  Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the sadness of the countenance the heart is made

better.
1.

Seriousness helps the mind to grapple with the issues of life.
a. “Iwalked a mile with Pleasure

She chattered all the way,

But left me none the wiser.

I walked a mile with Sorrow,
And not a word said she;
But oh, the things I learned from her,
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When Sorrow walked with me.”
---Robert Browning Hamilton
b. One of the paradoxes of life is that joy can exist with sorrow.
c. Romans 8:17 speaks of heirs and joint heirs, “if so be that we suffer with him.”
1). Sorrows and sufferings are means of developing graces in this life.
2). Having experienced them we are in a real position to comfort others.
A serious minded person can go to heaven, but it is impossible to laugh one’s soul into
heaven.
“Sorrow” indicates seriousness with an element of anger. In fact, this very word is
translated “anger” in 7:9.
a. Itis a dangerous thing to be angry at God, as in 7:9.
b. However, it is extremely helpful to be introspective of oneself, as in this verse.

The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning; but the heart of fools is in the house of

mirth.

1.
2.
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7:5

7:6

1.

2.
3.

Poise and serenity are developed in the presence of death, and also reality is viewed.

It “is better to look death squarely in the eye than to dull the thought of death by drinking

bouts.” — Galling

We should use with thankfulness and soberness the wonderful things God has given us.

If seeking pleasure is the focus of life, then this verse says we are a fool.

a. Why would a man not seek an occasion which would derive a spiritual advantage.

b. But one can see the foolishness of seeking thoughtless, and giddy entertainment
where one has no thought of one’s life, or the future.

It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise, than for a man to hear the song of fools.

. Why? (Because of the value of rebuke). Constructive criticism instructs, corrects and

warns.

When one is turned off by rebuke, then the one rebuking may realize that he has just run
into someone controlled by the flesh.

“Godly reproof offends the flesh, but benefits the spirit. Fools' songs ‘in the house of
mirth’ please the flesh, but injure the soul.” —JFB

Compare Psalm 141:4,5: “Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practice wicked works
with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties. Let the righteous smite
me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall
not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities.”

For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fool: this also is vanity.
Noise without effectiveness, or productiveness is vanity.
a. It is noisy while it lasts and quickly extinguished. (Such are many of the joys of life).
b. Compare Psalm 58:9.
Thorns blaze quickly, and make a great noise, and puff, they are gone.
What does one have after the noise of the laughter of the fool dies away.
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7:7 Surely oppression maketh a wise man mad; and a gift destroyeth the heart.
1. Even the wise man acts vainly when he becomes a cheating oppressor (unjust, extortion).
a. He who becomes power hungry, loses his sense of balance.
b. If one accepts payola, one loses the power to make unprejudiced judgments.
c. Itis better, then, not to become impatient in exercising power, and acquiring riches.
2. “A gift,” or more specifically, a bribe corrupts the heart. (One can see how the wise, if
influenced by bribery, would lose their wisdom.)

7:8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than
the proud in spirit.
1. The end of a thing is better than the beginning.
a. Patience fits a man for God's approval. (Romans 5:4; cf. Proverbs 16:18, “Pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.”)
b. At the end one can judge the whole, or look back upon the thing.
c. At the beginning, one might have rash conjectures, supposings, imaginations, etc.
2. “Patient” is the idea of long suffering. “Proud” means being high and haughty.

7:9 Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.
1. Self-control is what is needed.
It is possible to be so passionate with excitement, that we burst out in complaints even
against God. (cf. Job)
a. Lack of patience and self-control reveals a weakness of character.
b. Someone has said that you can measure the size of a man by what it takes to make
him lose his temper.
c. Psalm 37:8, “Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do
evil.”
3. When one gives way to anger and impatience, we know what that one is.

7:10  Say not thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? for thou dost
not inquire wisely concerning this.
1. We cannot live in the past. Many folks talk about “the good old days.” (Actually, some
aspects of the former days were not good.)
a. The fact is that we neither live in the past nor the future.
b. We live in the present.
2. He says you did not inquire with wisdom concerning this.
a. Ifindeed the former days were better, what was the reason?
b. Why were they better?
c. Itis not the times that are bad. It is the hearts of human beings. No time was ever
good, or ever will be good, without God.

The place wisdom plays and its value 11 - 29.

7:11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance: and by it there is profit to them that see the sun.
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The fact stated: There is profit in Wisdom.

Someone might say, “yes, wisdom is good, but what difference does it make how much

wisdom one has, if he does not own property?”

3. The objector can see the advantage of wisdom if it is used in connection with land (or
perhaps other property) that is owned. It is certainly better than property alone.

4. “To them that see the sun” is speaking of people who are alive.

N —

7:12  For wisdom is a defence, and money is a defence: but the excellency of knowledge is, that
wisdom giveth life to them that have it.
1. This verse is the why of verse 11.
a. One can defend himself with wisdom. (As one might use wealth to protect against
moral and spiritual damage.)
b. Compare Colossians 2:3.
2. Wisdom is an advantage to men in all circumstances (it “gives life to them that have it”).
a. Money is an advantage in some circumstances, but it can hardly be compared to
wisdom.
b. All one can do with money is to support our physical circumstances, but true wisdom
which includes God, gives to us life that is life indeed. (cf. John 6:63; 10:10)
c. Money cannot buy the favor of God, nor can it give life to the spirit (the one dead in
sin).
3. Within this context, consider the fact that money is not necessary for happiness, spiritual
life and salvation, but wisdom is.

7:13  Consider the work of God: for who can make that straight, which he hath made crooked?

1. This shows God's sovereign control of affairs. (How can one change the ways of God?)
a. No one can successfully countermand God's will.

b. His decrees are not subject to human manipulation.
c. All the changes of truth are in men’s minds, not in reality.

2. Compare Job 12:13,14: “With him (God) is wisdom and strength, he hath counsel and
understanding. Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be built again: he shutteth up a
man, and there can be no opening” (release).

3. Consider what Jesus said: “the scripture cannot be broken.” (John 10:35)

7:14  In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider: God also hath set
the one over against the other, to the end that man should find nothing after him.
1. This is the way God ordered our lives:
a. There will be times of prosperity and times of adversity.
b. Be happy or joyful when you are prosperous.
2. “In the day of adversity (bad times) consider:”
a. God has set the one over against the other, that is, he has made both prosperity and
adversity.
b. God has made them for the purpose that man should find nothing after him. That is,
man does not know what is to happen next. He cannot discover the future.



40

c. Affliction and trouble can cause serious reflection and consideration of one’s life.
One especially does not know what will be after this life is over (other than what God
has revealed).

7:15  All things have I seen in the days of my vanity: there is a just man that perisheth in his
righteousness, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in his wickedness.
1. “Now I've seen everything.” Ihave seen what seemed to be very strange things.
2. Thave seen a righteous man perish in his righteousness.
a. This may have happened while doing something that was righteous.
b. Certainly it was while being righteous.
3. There was a wicked man that prolonged his life in his evil lifestyle.
a. This man continued to live a long time while practicing his evil.
b. A commentary on what ought to be done by the wicked man is to be found in 8:12.

7:16 Be not righteous over much; neither make thyself over wise: why shouldest thou destroy
thyself?
1. The best policy seems to be to avoid extremes. This is referred to as “The golden mean.”
2. Seemingly, another way to express this is to avoid excesses. The ancient Greeks
championed this philosophy.
3. Solomon gives four examples of this in this and the next verse.
a. Be not overrighteous.
1). The NKJB translates this, “Do not be overly righteous.”
2). The NASB translates this, “Do not be excessively righteous.”
3). This is an obvious exaggeration, and claim to be holy. Excellent examples are to
be found in Matthew six and fifteen.
4). One excellent comment is that this is “forbidding a self-made righteousness of
outward performances, in which man knows not his sinfulness, and which would
wrest salvation from God, instead of receiving it as the gift of His grace. Itis a
fanatical, proud, unloving (Isa 58:2-3), Pharisaical righteousness, void of humble
faith toward God;” - Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown
b. Be not overwise.
1). The NASB translates this, “Do not be overly wise.”
2). Ina sense, one’s religion can be “wisdom.” One can be “worldly wise,” and this
amounts to nothing so far as pleasing God is concerned.
3). The Athenians are a good example of being “overwise.” Acts 17:20ff
4). The attitude of the Gnostics is also a good example.
5). Compare the attitude expressed in the sentiment, “I used to feel (or think) that
way.” Especially, when one is wishing to justify a departure from the Bible.
6). There is no need to be presumptiously self-sufficient, in the sense that one knows
all that one needs to know (by himself) to guide one’s life through life.

7:17 Be not over much wicked, neither be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy
time?
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1. The list of ways to avoid excess continues.
2. There is no need to practice wickedness or to act foolishly.
a. Do not be overwicked. We sin enough as it is.
1). The NKJB says “Do not be overly wicked,” and the NASB says, “Do not be
excessively wicked.”
2). Ido not believe that this is saying in any sense that it is all right to be a little
wicked.
3). Inno sense may we follow a path of wickedness.
b. “Neither be thou foolish.”
1). To pursue a path of wickedness would indeed be acting foolishly.
2). To avoid foolishness, we should live as free from sin as possible.
c. “Why should you die before your time?”
1). Of what value is it for a man to provoke God to destroy him before the normal
time for the end of his life?
2). Do not discount the fact that wickedness has killed countless thousands before
their time.

7:18 It is good that thou shouldest take hold of this; yea, also from this withdraw not thine
hand: for he that feareth God shall come forth of them all.
1. The one who fears God will ultimately escape.
2. “Itis good that you should take hold of this” means that what has been said is so valuable
that one does not want to allow it to slip from his mind.
Do not forget truth, or to fear God, because this is the only way one may be saved.
4. If one appreciates what has been said he will avoid extremes and escape the consequences
of such extremes.
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7:19  Wisdom strengtheneth the wise more than ten mighty men which are in the city.
1. Wisdom is greater than armed might.
2. TItis sad that the world in which we live does not understand this at all.
a. There are any number of people in our world that had much rather put their faith in
arms (bombs, guns, etc) than to put their faith in God.
. True wisdom comes from the holy Scriptures. (cf. II Timothy 3:15)
c. Ten mighty men may not know anything but to fight. The wise man knows how to
fight, but also how to avoid fighting.
d. Besides, God is not necessarily on the side of the biggest army.

7:20  For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.
1. Since we are all imperfect (all sin), we need the benefits of wisdom.
2. “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)
3. Besides, no one is so just as to be free from sin. Everyone needs God.

7:21  Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear thy servant curse thee:
1. A healthy sense of our own imperfections help us to take criticism in stride.
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a. One simply cannot afford to listen to everything people say.
b. A good illustration is found in I Samuel 16:5-14. (Shimei curses David)

2. “Curse” is to make light of, or to speak evil of one.

3. Actually, the greatest proof of one’s patience, is to listen to criticism (cursing), and not
want to retaliate, or seek revenge.

7:22  For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself likewise hast cursed others.
1. We have all been guilty.
2. “There is none righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10)
3. One would have to be perfect, if one had not at some time, used his tongue incorrectly.

7:23  All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.
1. There are no wise explanations apart from God. We just think we are wise.
2. Sometimes we, like Solomon, look upon our selves as being wise. We need to learn that
true wisdom cannot be obtained apart from God.

7:24  That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out?
1. We are plagued with mysteries. We do not know everything.
2. If one thinks he knows everything, answer the questions God asked Job. (38 —39)
3. There are secret things that only God knows. (Deuteronomy 29:29)
4. There are things we cannot fathom, or understand. Since this is true:
a. We know the blessing of believing and obeying the things we understand, and the
faithfulness of God in the things we understand.
Therefore, we need to trust God in the things we cannot understand. (Habakkuk 2:4)
c. For more on this subject, see Addendum I, at the back of this book, from my book of
sermons on Job.

7:25 Tapplied mine heart to know, and to search, and to seek out wisdom, and the reason of
things, and to know the wickedness of folly, even of foolishness and madness:
1. Why do people follow all these things?
2. Solomon mentions several things into which he has looked:
a. “Iapplied mine hear to know.”
1). “Iapplied” means “I cast about,” “I made a circuit,” “I turned,” and everything in
this circle he determined to know.
2). Add to this all of the other things listed below.
“To search” means to explore, seek, investigate something.
c. “To seek out wisdom.”
1). He wants to know about the things of the world, but he also wants to know how
to handle the affairs of life with prudence.
2). There certainly is a difference between heavenly wisdom and earthly wisdom.
One can only speculate that Solomon wants to know the difference.
d. “The reason of things.”
1). “Reason” is translated “account” in verse 27.
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2). This word has to do with accounting and reckoning.
3). Since there will be a day of reckoning, this is a brilliant display of wisdom.
e. “To know the wickedness of folly.” Wickedness is (folly) stupidity.
f.  “Even of foolishness and madness.”
1). This could be understood as the foolishness of madness, that is, of man’s mad
pursuits in life.
2). Or, it could be understood as the fact that foolishness is madness.

7:26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her

hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.
1. A prostitute is one “whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands.”

a. Her influence, or what she can do to one, is more bitter than death.
b. How many people have been snared (or netted) by her trap!
2. If one wants to please God, he must escape her traps. (cf. Joseph)

The sinner will allow himself to be taken by her, and the result will be destruction.

4. Compare Proverbs 2:16-19: “To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the
stranger which flattereth with her words; Which forsaketh the guide of her youth, and
forgetteth the covenant of her God. For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths
unto the dead. None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the paths of
life.”

5. Compare Proverbs 5:3: “For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and her
mouth is smoother than oil:”

6. “Her hands as bands” means that men under her influence is like being tied or handcuffed
and cannot break loose.
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7:27 Behold, this have I found, saith the preacher, counting one by one, to find out the account:
1. Keep in mind the experience of Solomon with wives. (I Kings 11:1-8)
2. Although the answer (to the antecedent of the pronoun “this”) involves all that he has
been considering, the direct answer is in the following verses.
3. “Counting one by one” means he has gone over everything comparing one particular
thing with another.

7:28 Which yet my soul seeketh, but I find not: one man among a thousand have I found; but a
woman among all those have I not found.
1. “Which yet my soul seeks” refers to the accounting (in verse 27) that he is trying to find.
2. He can only find “one man among a thousand” which satisfies our expectations.
3. He cannot find any women at all. I wonder if this includes the thousand women in his
life?

7:29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out
many inventions.

1. It would be an understatement to say that Solomon was disappointed in people.

2. It would appear that the crookedness of man has defeated the creative purpose of God.
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a. God made man upright (someone that he would approve).
b. Man has left his upright (fitting, proper) condition and has sought out many inven-
tions (devices — obviously devices not pleasing to God).

Chapter 8

Problems on which Wisdom throws light.
Submission to the King. (He is to be respected.) 1-8 (That which is found to be true of the
earthly king is also even more true of the heavenly.)

8:1 Who is as the wise man? and who knoweth the interpretation of a thing? a man's wisdom
maketh his face to shine, and the boldness of his face shall be changed.
1. Solomon admires the wise man above others. Even his physical appearance is different.
2. Solomon asks two extremely important questions:
a. Who understands as the wise man does? “Who” is equal to the “wise man™?
b. Who knows the interpretation of a thing? Who understands as does a wise man?

1). The wise man knows how to interpret or explain difficult things. He knows how
to unfold mysterious things. He understands how to go to the foundation of
things.

2). The man who possesses wisdom excels other men.

3). Compare Psalm 119:130 — “the entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth
understanding unto the simple.”

3. “A man’s wisdom makes his face to shine.” Or, brightens a man’s face.
a. Wisdom causes one’s face to reflect a sunny disposition coupled with a tranquil con-
science and a serene mind.
b. Could this be built on the events surrounding Moses? (Exodus 34:29,30; cf. Stephen
in Acts 6:15)
4. “The boldness (sternness, hardness) of his face shall be changed.”
a. Some feel this is said in reference to being given boldness to his adversaries.
b. He has the courage to maintain integrity in the face of his enemies.

8:2 I counsel thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in regard of the oath of God.
1. Keep the king's commandment, either because of one's pledge of allegiance, or because of
God's oath by which he authorizes the king to rule.
a. “I counsel you” might be, “I charge you” to speak in harmony with what the king
says, and do whatever he bids you to do.
b. It may refer to the oath of allegiance Solomon took at his accession to the throne.
(The margin of I Chronicles 29:24 says “gave the hand under Solomon.”)
c. The Hebrew literally reads: “Observe the mouth of the King.” Therefore, “I keep the
mouth of the King.”
1). It possibly means, “I keep in confidence the king's matters.”
2). Or, “I am obedient to what the king decrees.”
2. “And that in regard of the oath of God.” Or, on the basis of the oath you made to God.
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a. Then, as now, we have entirely too many people who do not keep their commitment
to God.
b. Think of how many who do not regard the Lord’s day, nor his will through the week!

8:3 Be not hasty to go out of his sight: stand not in an evil thing; for he doeth whatsoever
pleaseth him.
1. Work is under the direction of the king in obedience.
a. The king is the one who has authority.
b. Do not persist in rebellion, one cannot thoughtlessly avoid service to the king.
c. A sovereignty is attributed to the king and is further established in verse four.
2. “Stand not” or “do not remain in rebellion.”
3. The king does whatever pleases him, so he may often be arbitrary.
a. Therefore, one acts wisely who does not have to have his own way in everything.
b. Do not flippantly and impulsively turn your back on what the king wants.

8:4 Where the word of a king is, there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?
1. The king's word is backed with power. He is not to be challenged.
a. This same thing is said of God in Job 9:12: “Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder
him? Who will say unto him, What doest thou?”
Compare Isaiah 45:9, “Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, what makest thou?”
c. Compare Daniel 4:32, “The most high rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to
whomsoever he will.”
d. Compare Job 9:12; Daniel 4:32; and Jonah 1:14.
2. “What doest thou?”
a. We should not be surprised in such situations that there is a revolution.
b. However, in too many situations, even when a dictatorial power is overthrown,
another dictatorial power is the replacement.

8:5 Whoso keepeth the commandment shall feel no evil thing: and a wise man's heart discerneth
both time and judgment.
1. There is no need to fear royal displeasure if one keeps the king's commands.

a. Wisdom teaches what is appropriate.

b. Verses 6-8 contain four impossibilities which make discerning time and judgment
wise.

2. “Shall feel no evil thing” means that he will not lead, or participate in a rebellion.

a. This is especially true of the King of heaven.

b. The wise man will discern (know) whether an earthly authority’s action is right or
wrong, and will realize that if it is wrong, in time God will judge him, and make
correction.

3. A wise man will think seriously on when, how, and what to speak.

8:6 Because to every purpose there is time and judgment, therefore the misery of man is great
upon him.
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1. Not only is there a right and wrong way, there is also a right and wrong time.
a. Our problem is we are not always wise in our discernment.
b. If the king's judgment is in opposition to God's judgment, such discord is a misery.
God ultimately judges even the king.
1). The author has already said, 3:17, “God will judge the righteous as well as the
wicked, for there is with Him a time for every purpose and every act.”
2). Verses 7 and 8 continues the reasons why a wise man ought to discern both time
and judgment. (cf. 5b).
2. The wise man is encouraged by the knowledge of the coming judgment of God
3. The unwise (the sinner) reaps what he sows, even in this life, and therefore lives in
misery. If he has a notion of a coming retribution, it only adds to his misery.

8:7 For he knoweth not that which shall be: for who can tell him when it shall be?
1. We do not know the future, and no one can tell the future.
2. The margin has “...how it shall be?”
a. The righteous do not know when the judgment is, but they know there will be one.
b. The unrighteous will be taken by surprise by the judgment. (cf. 9:12)

8:8 There is no man that hath power over the spirit to retain the spirit; neither hath he power in
the day of death: and there is no discharge in that war; neither shall wickedness deliver those that
are given to it.
1. One cannot escape death. As the N.T. says, “it is appointed unto man once to die.”
(Hebrews 9:27)
a. No one has power over the wind or breath (an alternate way to translate this Hebrew
word).
b. However, it matters not which way it is translated. The point remains the same.
2. “There is no discharge in that war;” The point is that just as one is not discharged in time
of war, so wickedness will not release that one from death who practices wickedness.
3. There is no escape or reprieve through any form of wickedness.
a. “Neither shall wickedness deliver those that are given to it.” Wickedness, in itself,
has no power to prolong life.
b. There is no exemption in that hour. Even if the life of the wicked is prolonged (7:15),
it is not within the power of wickedness itself to prolong life.
c. In my lifetime, many powerful people who were extremely wicked in their life, have
died. There was no power within their grasp to prevent it.

Oppression and Justice. (Some things Solomon has observed.) 9-13

8:9 All this have I seen, and applied my heart unto every work that is done under the sun: there
is a time wherein one man ruleth over another to his own hurt.
1. Solomon “applied” his heart, or set his mind on observing what was done in this world.
2. There are times when one man rules over another to his own hurt.
a. A man crushes another under his heel. For example, a ruler, instead of feeding, may



47

fleece the flock.
b. There are many examples of this in and out of the Bible. A good example is
Rehoboam. (I Kings 12) (Also, Ahab, and nearly every one of the Israelite kings.)

8:10 And so I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of the holy, and
they were forgotten in the city where they had so done: this is also vanity.

1.

2.

3,
4,

The Preacher saw the wicked ruler die, and buried.

a. Now that he is dead, people praise him for his piety in the very place where he carried
on his crooked scheme.

b. Even religion can be a facade to cover up dishonesty. I have experienced dishonest
preachers, elders, and members. One expects such in the world but not in the church.

The place of the holy is the sacred office which they held, whether anointed as a king, or

as a priest to God.”

As time passed they were forgotten — in the very city where they worked. (Proverbs 10:7)

The Preacher said this was also vanity.

8:11 Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.

1.

[98)

Justice ought to be swift.

a. Delay seems to encourage lawlessness and create contempt for the judicial system.

b. It is fair to say this verse teaches that fair, impartial justice meted out promptly serves
as a deterrent to crime.

c. Itis possible for men to reason that they can get away with their crimes, or at least
maybe get a light sentence.

I firmly believe that because so many people are not punished swiftly for their spiritual

sins, that they think they can get away with most every wickedness.

The same principle is true with our justice system, and every other facet of life.

Do not be fooled: “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the

Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack

concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward,

not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of

the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a

great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works

that are therein shall be burned up.” (II Peter 3:8-10)

Some people are like the ones looking into a volcano. If they do not see the smoke, they

are not afraid of the fire.

What most do not realize is that God has already passed judgment upon both the wicked

and the righteous. One cannot read a passage like Matthew 25:46 and come to any other

conclusion.

8:12 Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know
that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him

1.

The ones who fear God will fair the best in the long run.
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a. After a man has engaged in wickedness a hundred times, and he keeps on living like
most, he gets to the place where he fools himself into thinking nothing is going to
happen.

b. However, all accounts are not paid in October.

2. The very thing that got Nadab and Abihu into trouble was that they did not fear God, or

fear in His presence. (Leviticus 10:1-3)

8:13 But it shall not be well with the wicked, neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a
shadow; because he fearcth not before God.
1. The wicked is the ultimate loser.
2. “Neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow;”
a. A shadow appears only for a very short time. The wicked only thinks he is living a
long time.
b. Several passages use this illustration: 6:12; Job 8:9.
3. “Because he fears not before God” means this is the real reason why it is not going to be
well with the wicked.

We may not have the ability to fathom God's doings (it may appear the wicked fair better
than the righteous, but the preacher knows this is not so). 14-15

8:14 There is a vanity which is done upon the earth; that there be just men, unto whom it
happeneth according to the work of the wicked; again, there be wicked men, to whom it
happeneth according to the work of the righteous: I said that this also is vanity.

1. The wrong man is punished.

a. Just men are accused, convicted, and punished for a crime they did not commit.

b. Further, I have had people tell lies on me, claim I believe and teach something I most
assuredly do not, attribute motives to me that I never entertained, etc., etc. We will all
appear before God, and I can guarantee you this will all come out.

c. These violations prompt Solomon to say that life is vain.

2. The other side of the coin is that wicked men are sometimes not convicted. We have
seen this in our lifetime.

8:15 Then I commended mirth, because a man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat,
and to drink, and to be merry: for that shall abide with him of his labour the days of his life,
which God giveth him under the sun.
1. Outside of God, no one has anything better than to enjoy life. (cf. 7:2-6; 2:24; 3:12,22)
2. “Mirth” is simply the enjoyment of life.
3. Man, without God, has nothing better than to eat, drink, and be merry.
a. This will abide (accompany) him, but only in his life in this world
b. Only the man who lives for God has any prospect for a happy and joyous future.

The fruitlessness of all human wisdom and philosophy. 16,17
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8:16 When I applied mine heart to know wisdom, and to see the business that is done upon the
earth: (for also there is that neither day nor night seeth sleep with his eyes:)
1. Solomon tried to find the answers. With his mind he tried to find answers.
2. “Upon the earth” and “under the sun” are parallel expressions to designate this world.
3. The sleeplessness here surely tells us something about the lack of joy the wicked have,
who do not have God in their lives.

8:17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under
the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further; though a
wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.
1. God has arranged “the puzzle” so that man cannot put it together.
a. No matter how hard one tries he will fail.
b. No matter how much wisdom he has, he will not find the answers.

1). Think about the controversy of evolution and creation. How many times in the
last fifty years have evolutionists told us that we might find out where our world
came from by exploring a certain planet? He is never going to find out with his
method!

2). Think about how much labor and money has gone into this.

3). Thave been able to know the answer to their question for more than 60 years.

2. “Under the sun” is an expression often used which means in this life.
3. He does not see sleep with his eyes. God does not need to sleep!

Chapter 9
The Hand of God

The fate of both the godly and ungodly 9:1-10
(This is a further reason for the conclusion of 8:17 — The reasons why no man can
understand the works of God.)

9:1 For all this I considered in my heart even to declare all this, that the righteous, and the wise,
and their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is
before them.
1. “For” connects this with the preceding chapter, and this is the conclusion.
2. The good and the wise and all they do are in the hands of God.
a. Love and hatred are the ordinary tokens of God's favor and displeasure (prosperity or
adversity).
b. One does not know what to expect — prosperity or adversity.
c. One cannot judge from what takes place in life who the objects of God's love or
displeasure are. (cf. Matthew 5:45)
d. “Yea, he loved the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet;
every one shall receive of thy words.” (Deuteronomy 33:3)
3. One cannot know either the love of God, or his hatred of sin, by simply observing the
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things of this life.
a. One cannot know what to expect in his future without the help of God.
b. We are able to depend upon God to do the right thing. (cf. Genesis 19:6)

9:2  All things come alike to all: there is one event to the righteous, and to the wicked; to the
good and to the clean, and to the unclean; to him that sacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not:
as is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an oath.
1. “All things come alike to all:> Most commentators apply this to death that comes upon
all. Everyone will end up in the same place — the grave.
2. Whatever else may happen in life, it is appointed unto man once to die. (Hebrews 9:27)
a. It does not matter whether one is righteous or wicked, he will die.
b. It does not matter whether one is (morally) good and clean, or unclean, he will die.
c. If one sacrifices, or does not sacrifice, he will still die. (Compare Josiah, who
sacrificed to God, and to Ahab, who made sacrifice to God cease.)
3. Whatever happens to the good, will happen to the sinner. Both will die.
4. Whether one swears (takes an oath), or does not out of fear, he will still die.

9:3 This is an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all:
yea, also the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their heart while they live,
and after that they go to the dead.
1. “There is one event unto all.”
a. Men can live righteous lives — death claims them.
b. Men can live outrageous, insane lives and still they die.
c. God does not suspend his general laws in favor of individuals. The same thing
happens to all.
d. This seeming indiscrimination of the course of events tends to encourage these evil-
disposed men in their folly.
e. These evil men do not see anything happening to them that does not happen to the
good, so they reason “why be good?” (8:11)
2. Compare Malachi 3:13-14, “Your words have been stout against me, saith the LORD. Yet
ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve
God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked
mournfully before the LORD of hosts?”
3. Sin is “madness,” but they still die (“go to the dead”).

9:4 For to him that is joined to all the living there is hope: for a living dog is better than a dead
lion.
1. There is hope for the living — that is, something to look forward to.
2. While he lives, he can change his life, but after he dies, there is no hope of changing.
3. Maybe he can be taught to number his days: “So teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)

9:5 For the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
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any more a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
1. The living at least know they will die — “The dead know not any thing.”
a. Either the dead are unconscious,
b. Or, All of this is qualified by the last phrase of verse six (“under the sun”). The dead
do not any longer know what is going on “under the sun” (on the earth).
c. One should not base an argument on the state of the dead from this verse.
d. The point is that the living person has the distinct advantage of knowing he is going to
die and can make proper arrangements and preparation.
2. They have no more reward, that is, from the works here on earth.
3. They are even forgotten by the people here on earth.

9:6 Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is now perished; neither have they any
more a portion for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.
1. There is no human emotion once death comes.
a. They earn nothing, receive nothing, even the memory of them soon disappears. There
is not passion or activity.
b. The last clause shows that Solomon confines his observations on the dead to this
world. (cf. Luke 16 and the state of the dead.)
2. The Preacher speaks here of the perishing of love, hatred, envy, and perhaps their
ignorance, lack of power, etc., in reference to this life only.
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3. The phrase, “under the sun” means “in this life,” “in this world.”

9:7 Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God now
accepteth thy works.
1. Have a good time — enjoy the blessings of God.
a. Inverses 7-10, by indicating what is to be done under the sun, he also indicated he is
aware of a higher value.
b. He is speaking in the same way as we do when we say “humanly speaking.”
c. Itis better to enjoy what may be enjoyed than to brood over insoluble difficulties.
2. One cannot know all the mysteries of life. God meant for man to be happy, and to enjoy
the blessings that he has given to him.
3. Ifaman will live to God’s glory, God will accept him and his works.

9:8 Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment.
1. Be always pure and happy. Also project a sign of cheerfulness and joy.
2. But let your life be pure. Let not your head indicate gloominess. (cf. Il Samuel 14:2)

9:9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he
hath given thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this life, and in
thy labour which thou takest under the sun.
1. Since life is vain and empty, make the most of it. (Do not be a misogynist)
a. What enjoyment you can get (without God) is all you are going to get out of toil and
trouble.
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b. It is significant that the Babylonian wisdom came to the same conclusion.
Witness this passage in the Gilgimesh epic, an ancient Babylonian account of
creation:

“Since the gods created man

Death they ordained for man,

Life in their hands they hold,

Thou, O Gilgimesh, fill indeed thy belly.
Day and night be thou joyful,

Daily ordain gladness,

Day and night rage and be merry,

Let thy garments be bright,

Thy head purify, wash with water.
Desire thy children which thy hand possesses.
A wife enjoy in thy bosom.”

c. Consider also Denis Alexander's summary of what humanism offers today:

“The humanist model does seem a very big pill to swallow. As a represent-
ative of a late twentieth-century generation of under-thirties, I am first asked
to believe that I am the result of a purely random evolutionary process. The
only prerequisites for this process are the presence of matter, time and chance.
Because by some strange whim of fate, [ and other men are the only physical
structures which happen to have been bestowed with a consciousness of their
own existence. I am supposed to think of other physical structures such as
rabbits, trees or stones, even though in a hundred years' time the atoms of my
decayed body may well be indistinguishable from theirs. Furthermore, the
mass of vibrating atoms in my head are supposed to have more ultimate
meaning than those in the head of a rabbit.”

At the time I am told that death is the end of the line. In the time-scale of
evolution my life is a vapour which soon vanishes. Whatever feelings of
justice or injustice I may have in this life, all my strivings, all my greatest
decisions, will be ultimately swallowed up in the on-going march of time. In
a few million years' time, a mere drop compared with the total history of the
earth. The memory of the greatest literature, the greatest art, the greatest
lives will be buried in the inexorable decay of the Second Law of Thermody-
namics. Hitler and Martin Luther King, James Sewell and Francis of Assissi,
Chairman Mao and Robert Kennedy, all will be obliterated in the unthinking
world.

So, I am told, I must make the best of a bad job. Even though I have strong
feelings of transcendence, a deep sense that I am more than just a blind whim
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of evolution, I must nevertheless forget such troubling questions, and concern
myself with the real problems of trying to live responsibly in society. Even
though my job involves studying man's brain as a machine, like any other of
nature's machines, I must still believe that man has some special intrinsic
worth which is greater than an animal's worth, and while my emotions tell
me that it may be true, I am not given any more objective reason for believing
it.”
2. God has given you a wife to enjoy in this life. Live with her joyfully and be thankful.
Do not be snared by some concubine, of which there are many.
3. “All the days of thy vanity” is used twice in this one verse, perhaps to emphasize the fact
that we ought not to obstruct the enjoyment that God has set forth for us.

9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.
1. Seize every possible pleasure and enjoyment while you can, because you won't be able to
in the grave.

a. This is actually not so much an encouragement for zeal and diligence in Christian
service, as it is to seize every possible pleasure and enjoyment here, because you are
heading toward the place where there is no work, device, knowledge or wisdom.

b. We are irreversibly heading toward the grave, and nothing can be done to change it.

c. Compare the statement of Jesus in John 9:4.

2. Every sinner is going to be lost in hell, and wisdom calls upon him to turn and live.

The higher destiny controlling the final outcome 11-12

9:11 Ireturned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to
men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.
1. Time and chance play a big part in success.
a. When billionaire J. Paul Getty was asked to explain his success, he replied, “Some
people find oil, others don't.”
b. While you have time, seek an opportunity to do what is right.
Sometimes the swift do not win the race. The strong do not always win the battle.
The wise do not always have bread, nor do men of understanding always gain riches.
Just because one has a great talent and skill, does not mean he will gain favor.
Sometimes one simply is in the right place at the right time.

bl ol S

9:12 For man also knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and as the
birds that are caught in the snare; so are the sons of men snared in an evil time, when it falleth
suddenly upon them.

1. No one knows when bad luck will strike.

2. “Snared in an evil time,” no doubt refers to death.

3. Death comes so suddenly, and woe to those who have lived wicked lives.
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Wisdom is Israel's greatest resource, because of the ingratitude of men, and the little
compensation that genuine merit receives.

9:13 This wisdom have I seen also under the sun, and it seemed great unto me:
1. He is about to describe a wisdom that he had seen.
2. It seemed great to the Preacher.

9:14 There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and

besieged it, and built great bulwarks against it:
1. The stories that are now related are variously described as parables, proverbs, or figures.
2. This part of the first illustration is easy to picture:

A little city.

Few inhabitants.

A great king (meaning powerful, and probably with many fighting men).

He besieged (surrounded) the little city with his men.

He built great bulwarks against it.

1). He built great snares with which to capture it.

2). A bulwark is a strong, and solid wall-like defensive structure.

o0 o

9:15 Now there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet
no man remembered that same poor man.
1. Wisdom was not always appreciated.

a. Here, we have in this little city a poor, but wise, man.

b. By the wisdom of the poor wise man, the city is saved. The man was a poor man, but
wise enough to come up with a successful plan of defense.

c. One moment he is a hero, and another, and he is forgotten.

2. How quickly we forget our obligation and appreciation to others!

a. When Alexander the Great was going to destroy the city Lampsacus, his old master
Anaximenes came out to meet him. Alexander, suspecting he would intercede for the
city swore not to give him anything he asked.

b. Anaximenes asked Alexander to destroy the city. The city was spared.

9:16 Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength: nevertheless the poor man's wisdom is
despised, and his words are not heard.
1. Wisdom is superior to power, but often scorned.
a. Maybe it is scorned because from whence it came.
b. When the crisis was past, no one would listen. No one heard his wisdom.
2. Various ideas about this verse:
a. Those who spiritualize this story make the little city the church with the King as Satan
and the poor (II Corinthians 8:9) and wise man (I Corinthians 1:24; Colosssians 2:3)
as Jesus the Savior. How little is he honored and appreciated. (This may be an abuse
of the text.)
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b. The Targum presents the little city as the human body, etc.
3. Although true wisdom will save, those whose god is riches and power, pay little attention
to it. This may be the point here.

9:17 The words of wise men are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among
fools.

1. The worth of wise words are far better than the words of fools.

2. One would do well to heed such quiet words.

9:18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war: but one sinner destroyeth much good.
1. Wisdom is superior to armaments.
a. II Samuel 20:14-22. Joab pursued Sheba to Abel and Beth Maachah. A wise woman
interceded to save the city without a fight.
b. Even one sinner can destroy much good.
2. TItisindeed too bad when men will not listen to wisdom.

Chapter 10
Various and Sundry items giving advice on conduct.

10:1 Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a
little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.
1. A fly in the ointment. (Perfume)
a. This idea is closely connected with verse 18 of chapter nine.
b. Compare this with “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” and “one rotten apple.”
(I Corinthians 5:6)
A man may build up a reputation for wisdom and honor and ruin it by a single step.
People will remember one wrong act and forget years of good.
A person can ruin his reputation by speaking the wrong thing or in five minutes.
Because it is so easy to lose one’s influence, is why Paul advised, “abstain from all
appearance of evil.” (I Thessalonians 5:22)
2. An apothecary in this case is someone who deals in spices and perfumes. (cf. Exodus
30:25, “And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the
art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing 0il.”)
Flies in that part of the east are a big menace to anything left uncovered.
4. “A foolish act” (sometimes in a matter of minutes) may ruin the character of one who has
worked all his life on a reputation of being a person of wisdom and responsibility.
5. We must watch “little sins” because they may spoil our chance of going to heaven.
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10:2 A wise man's heart is at his right hand; but a fool's heart at his left.
1. Right versus left.
a. Usually the right hand is more dexterous, and the left more awkward.
b. Therefore, the wise knows how to do a thing; the fool is an awkward bungler.
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2. This metaphor means when a wise man’s sense is functioning properly, it will help and
protect him, but if a fool’s sense is missing, then when it is needed, it is useless.
3. Some think of the right and left hand in terms of good and evil. (cf. Matthew 25:41)

10:3  Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he saith
to every one that he is a fool.
1. Walking along the way he gives himself away.
a. He may call others stupid, but he is irreligious and it shows. His foolishness is
exposed to everyone he meets.
b. He shows his ignorance in what he does, and how he acts, and maybe even his
attitude.
c. Foolishness shows in the most ordinary aspects of life.
2. When a person is vain, maybe a loudmouth, full of nonsense, etc., in effect, he is saying
to all, “I am a fool.”

10:4  If the spirit of the ruler rise up against thee, leave not thy place; for yielding pacifieth great
offences.
1. It is better to submit than quit in a huff.
a. Use self-control. It is sometimes better to keep calm than to “blow one’s stack.”
b. Calmness helps you more than the other man.
2. This is good advice in reference to parents, children, leaders, followers, superiors,
workers, masters, slaves, etc. Any category of people will fit here.
3. Itis certainly not going to help your case if the king gets incensed at you.

10:5 There is an evil which I have seen under the sun, as an error which proceedeth from the
ruler:
1. An error might proceed from the ruler.
a. Often the wrong man is put in position of authority.
1). He is without suitable qualifications — he has no merit.
2). Other capable men waste their talents on menial tasks.
b. As aresult, unwise decisions and injustice cause inconsistency to abound.
2. The following two verses tell us more about what this error is.

10:6 Folly is set in great dignity, and the rich sit in low place.
1. Foolish men sit in great dignity, placed there by the ruler.
2. The rich (perhaps rich in wisdom, and not mere material riches) sit in low places.
a. An excellent example of this is Mordecai and Haman in the book of Esther.
b. The word “rich” is similarly used in the N.T. (Luke 12:21; James 2:5; Revelation 2:9)

10:7 TIhave seen servants upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon the earth.
1. The wrong man is riding — an illustration.
2. In similar fashion the world is turned around in many of its thoughts and actions.
a. Jeremiah 17:25 is the way it ought to be. (Kings, etc., riding in chariots, and on
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horses.)
b. 1II Samuel 15:30 is the way it should not be. (David fleeing Jerusalem on barefoot as
his own son, Absalom, rebelled.)

10:8 He that diggeth a pit shall fall into it; and whoso breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite
him.
1. A man is caught in his own trap. “Chickens have a way of coming home to roost.”
2. Two illustrations:
a. He that digs a pit shall fall into it. Perhaps he is laying a trap for his neighbor. While
he is digging a pit to trap his neighbor, he accidentally falls into it himself.
b. Whoever breaks an hedge, a serpent shall bite him. (The hedge here can be a wall.)
1). Some translations read, “whoever breaks through a wall.”
2). One of the favorite places for a snake, is in the crevice, or fissure, of a wall.

10:9 Whoso removeth stones shall be hurt therewith; and he that cleaveth wood shall be
endangered thereby.
1. Even legitimate activities have risks attached.
a. The quarryman may be injured by stones. (Maybe this happens in taking down one of
the ancient building.)
b. The log-splitter is endangered by the ax. There are a number of dangers involved in
the process of cleaving (splitting) wood (logs). (Splinters, the head of the ax, a
miscue with the ax, etc.)
2. Deeds of violence may well endanger the perpetrator, and even the one doing legitimate
things may be endangered.

10:10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then must he put to more strength: but
wisdom is profitable to direct.
1. Sharp tools work best.
a. Otherwise a dull blade is a heap of trouble because of the energy that must be used.
b. The time spent sharpening the ax is more than saved.
c. Wisdom teaches shortcuts and labor-saving devices.
2. “Wisdom prepares the way for success.” (Leupold)
3. The point in all this is that without wisdom and understanding we cannot profitably go
through the beggarly concerns in this life.

10:11  Surely the serpent will bite without enchantment; and a babbler is no better.

1. A snake will bite without enchantment (without being charmed) (or before it hisses).
a. Why lock the barn after the horse is stolen?
b. Foresight and doing things on time is valuable and effective.
c. Ifthe charmer does not watch, he may be bitten like others.

2. The babbler (the one using the tongue), by insinuations, and words, can be injurious to
others.

3. Becareful. The gossiper, and the one who slanders may strike, and bite, before you
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realize what is happening.

10:12 The words of a wise man's mouth are gracious; but the lips of a fool will swallow up
himself.
1. Words may be gracious:
a. A wise man's gracious words bring him favor. His words are decent, orderly credit-
able to himself, and acceptable.
b. A fool's words prove to be his downfall. (That is, it leads to his destruction.)
2. Proverbs 19:28; 14:3 are also passages that puts emphasis on watching the tongue.

10:13  The beginning of the words of his mouth is foolishness: and the end of his talk is
mischievous madness.
1. Often there is a progression from harmless nonsense to malicious madness.
2. It is probably just retribution that his words turn on himself in mischievous madness.
(Sometimes this is translated “wicked madness.”)

10:14 A fool also is full of words: a man cannot tell what shall be; and what shall be after him,
who can tell him?
1. Words, words, words!
a. A fool does not know when to stop talking. He talks and boasts of everything (as the
context to this implies).
b. He often talks as if he knows everything.
c. Compare Luke 12:18,19 — This is the story of the rich fool.
2. James 4:13-15 indicates that, instead of saying we are going to do this or that, we ought to
say, “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”
3. Ifman (including the wise man) cannot see the future, much less can the fool see it.

10:15 The labour of the foolish wearieth every one of them, because he knoweth not how to go
to the city.
1. He exhausts himself by his inefficient and unproductive work.
a. Asis verse 10, this shows the folly of misapplied strength.
b. So wisdom is valuable is this life.
2. Fools do not understand the spiritual, and the things of this life are wearisome. (cf. Isaiah
55:2; Habakkuk 2:13)
3. “He knows not how to go to the city” is a proverb for ignorance in the most ordinary
matters. (cf. 10:3)

10:16 Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning!
1. A woe is pronounced when one’s king is a child, and the princes carouse in the morning
instead of attending to business.
a. The king acts like a child.
b. That is, he behaves in a childish way.
c. The word (child) “young” is applied to Rehoboam — II Chronicles 13:7 — when he was
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41. He was said to be young and tenderhearted.
2. Eating in the morning could also be a sign of intemperance. (cf. Isaiah 5:11)
a. A king should be working. For example, making sure that justice is meted out.
b. It seems that, rather than doing business, he is feasting, etc.

10:17 Blessed art thou, O land, when thy king is the son of nobles, and thy princes eat in due
season, for strength, and not for drunkenness!
1. A country is fortunate when one has a king of nobility and character.
a. They manifest character and self-control.
b. To act like a son of a noble would be to have a noble disposition.
2. To eat for strength and not for drunkenness is a further explanation and gives greater
insight into verse 16.

10:18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house
droppeth through.
1. Laziness and neglect causes the house to fall apart.
a. Regular maintenance is that which is important.
b. “Droppeth through” equals letting the rain through the roof.
c. They needed a dose of our old adage, “a stitch in time saves nine.”
2. “Much slothfulness” is the Hebrew dual, which indicates double slothfulness, or slothful-
ness with both hands.
3. The application might be to the kingdom. (Some people today have allowed the church
to be in this condition.)

10:19 A feast is made for laughter, and wine maketh merry: but money answereth all things.
1. The feasts object
a. This feast is not for strength. It is for self-indulgent excess (the wine makes merry).
b. Money can buy whatever is needed, so it becomes the answer to everything.
2. Perhaps this is quoting the drunken rulers of verses 17 and 18.
a. Itis much the same today. It is thought that money is all that is needed.
b. This attitude contributes to most everything from bribes to heavy taxes; from self-
indulgent excess to thievery.
c. There are some even in our government today that think that money is the answer to
most every problem we face.

10:20  Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a
bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.
1. Watch what you say — Someone will overhear.
a. It never ceases to amaze me how some people think their lifestyle will stay hidden.
b. As they say, “Indiscretions have a way of sprouting wings.”
c. Another saying is, “A bird told me.”
2. In most communities, if anything takes place in the morning, most know about it by
nightfall.
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Indeed, it is as if gossip has wings, and cannot wait to be delivered to someone else.
Chapter 11

Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.

Spread the good around.

a. This may refer to the practice of sowing in flooded areas. The fertile land would
return to the farmer a large increase.

b. Or, it could refer to carrying on grain trade by sea, or giving bread to poor sailors.

c. The net result is a widespread distribution of what is good, and results in a generous
return in the time of harvest. (cf. The gospel)

Rice farming might fit the type of thing described in this verse.

Think of the harvest Christian people have when they sow good works, especially in faith

and in love.

Give a portion to seven, and also to eight; for thou knowest not what evil shall be upon the

The is a Hebrew expression for many times.

a. It 1is an expression for generosity.

b. Itis wise to show kindness while we can. The time may come when we cannot.
“Evil upon the earth” might refer to reverses, or one might die, etc.

Do not ever stop doing good, especially to those in need. Who knows when any of us
might fall into tough times?

If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the earth: and if the tree fall

toward the south, or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be.

1.

2.

11:4
1.

There is a certain inevitability and finality about the calamities of life.
a. The rain clouds and the fallen tree illustrate this.
1). The idea is, when you are full of this world’s goods, act as the rain clouds full of
water, pour them out.
2). As does the rain, so do your alms indiscriminately. (cf. Matthew 5:46,47)
b. A wider application of the fallen tree is illustrated in the following poem:
As a tree falls, so must it lie.
As a man lives, so must he die,
As a man dies, so must he be,
All through the years of eternity.
---John Ray
c. Ifthe tree falls to the north, there it will lie; if it falls to the south, there it will lie. If
a man dies being generous, in that state one will be found in the day of judgment.
Thus, be generous to all while you can, for death is at no great distance. (cf. John 9:4)

He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.
It is possible to be too cautious.
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a. If one waits until everything is perfect, one will accomplish nothing.
b. “The man who waits for certainty will wait forever.”
2. This proverb is not meant to throw all caution to the wind. However, the point is that we
cannot be so cautious as to be afraid to make a decision.
a. Paranoia may freeze one’s ability to act.
b. Someone has said, “the man who waits for certainty will wait forever.”

11:5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.
1. We don't know everything.

a. We don't understand the movements of the wind. (spirit)

b. We do not know how bones are formed in the fetus, or for that matter, how life and
the spirit animate the body. (There are so many things we do not know.) (cf.
Deuteronomy 29:29)

2. We do not know all that God does, or why.

3. What we must do is to do the best we can with the understanding we have.
a. For example, I do not pretend to know all about how the providence of God works.
b. Ibelieve he does work providentially, and I live my life with that understanding.

11:6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.
1. The best policy is productive work.
a. This productive work may be done in the morning and in the evening.
b. “Withhold not thine hand:” means not to let your hands be idle. Be busy sowing in
the morning and sowing (working) in the evening.
2. “You know not whether shall prosper” means you do not know which will succeed.
One might succeed, or the other might succeed, or both of them might do equally well.
4. The application is to be ready at all times to do righteousness, to be helpful, to show
mercy, etc.

[98)

11:7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun:
1. Life and the ability to see the works of life are great.
a. Asin 7:11, the light is speaking of the light of life.
b. Itis sweet (enjoyable) to be alive, particularly if one is living wisely.
2. It is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold the sun. As long as one is alive, he is able to
do good, and to work the works of God.

11:8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember the days of
darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity.
1. We must remember we will someday die and then meet God in judgment.
2. Tt is possible to live to a ripe old age, and enjoy the whole time spent on earth.
3. “Let him remember the days of darkness” means when sorrow and difficulties of life are
upon one. It would seem that man will encounter many misfortunes in his life.
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4. Yes, it is a great blessing to be alive, but remember there is an eternity in our future. So,
live wisely.

11:9 Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth,
and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all
these things God will bring thee into judgment.
1. This is such good advice for the young.
a. So many times young people are without care, and carefulness.
b. They often do not act with the same wisdom that older folks have come to know.
2. God wants us to walk in such a way that we may be able to rejoice over our lives.
a. Live in such a way that one’s heart may be able to cheer him.
b. God has given us such great blessings, and he wants us to enjoy them.
3. There is just one thing that must not be forgotten. God will bring us into judgment.
a. If one has used the things God has given him wisely, and enjoyed life according to
wisdom, and the word of God, one has nothing to fear.
b. However, if we have used the blessings of God selfishly, and have not served man-
kind, and have not lived righteously, we may need to fear the judgment.

11:10 Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood
and youth are vanity.
1. We must live right.
2. Whenever we live righteously, and put evil out of our lives, we may expect the blessings
of God.
3. Since the desires and actions of childhood and youth are devoid of the wisdom of age,
and many times devoid of the wisdom of God, it is vanity.

Chapter 12

Youth should remember their creator (Why remember the Creator while we are young?)

1. He is our creator, the author of our being. (cf. Romans 9:20,21)

2. There is no time when acknowledging and surrendering to him can be done better than

when young.
a. The heart is less calloused.
b. Habits which are formed of evil ways are more difficult to break when we are old.

3. There is something mean about giving the Creator the remnants of life after its youth

has been wasted upon the creature.

4. Martin Luther said of this verse: to attempt to forbid joy to the youth “is nothing other
than to make young folks to be dead logs and (as the most Monkish of Monks, Anselm,
said) to try to plant a tree in a small flower pot. There is nothing more dangerous for
youth than loneliness. Youth needs joy just as much as it needs to eat and to drink.”
God died for the young as well as the old.

6. If one waits until he is old, because of his multifarious infirmities, man will be so
burdened as to have many difficulties remembering the Creator.

W
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7. There is coming a time when such remembering shall be impossible.

8. The most powerful motive is that the “spirit returns to God who gave it.” This in
connection with verse 14 certainly brings one to the judgment.

9. You are not your own. You have no right to yourselves. God made you. cf. I Corin-
thians 6.

10. The time to remember is now.

The manner of things men have to suffer past youth. 1-7

12:1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the
years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;
1. “Remember now” is in some translations “remember also,” which means “and remem-
ber,” which shows a direct connection with the preceding chapter.
2. “Remember your Creator” suggests you are not your own.
a. God made you, and you have no right to yourself.
b. You cannot say, “I am my master. [ am what matters in my life,” and leave God out.
3. There is a reason for enjoying and remembering our Creator while young — the fact of
growing old and the inevitability of death.
a. “While the evil days come not,” or before the evil days (times of affliction).
b. “Nor the years draw nigh” means before old age.
4. Remember before the days when one says about the days of life, “I have no pleasure in
them;”
a. Psalm 90:10, “The days of our years are seventy; and if by reason of strength they be
eighty, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.”
b. Do not live your life in regret.
5. Besides, who among us should not show gratitude to our God and Creator?

12:2  While the sun, or the light, or the moon, or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds
return after the rain:
1. “Be not darkened” means while we can still see (figuratively, perhaps dreary days of
gloom and depression, as we oftentimes have in the winter).
2. Before “the clouds return after the rain:”
a. All of us have seen those days wherein the sun shines after the rain, and the promise
and refreshment that it brings.
We look for sunshine after rain, just as we look for comfort after trouble.
c. But when the sun does not shine, the spirit of being free from trouble and discourage-
ment does not bounce back quickly.

The body in old age is described 3-7

12:3 In the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow
themselves, and the grinders cease because they are few, and those that look out of the windows
be darkened,
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1. The point is that we should remember the creator before the body declines. We under-
stand this verse to refer to the change that old age brings to four parts of our body.
2. Here is that list of things that can and in most cases will go wrong with the body:

a. “The keepers of the house shall tremble.” The keepers of our old bodies, once strong
and active, are now wrinkled, and trembling with disease. (referring to the arms.)
Try to visualize the trembling, palsied, and shaky hands and arms of an older person.

b. “The strong men shall bow themselves.” (referring to the back and legs.) Try to see
a man once strong, now bowed, stiff and whose muscles are weak and shrinking.

c. “The grinders cease because they are few.” (referring to the loss of teeth and the
often inadequate occlusion of the teeth.) These are people who might have no teeth,
broken teeth, or teeth that are sore from disease. Form a mental image of a time
when there was no modern way to solve dental problems, put in dental bridges, etc.

d. “Those that look out of the windows be darkened.” (referring to the eyes failing to
see.) Think of a time when there was no remedy for cataracts, glaucoma, even
modern glasses that enable us to see 20/20 or nearly so.

12:4  And the doors shall be shut in the streets, when the sound of the grinding is low, and he
shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters of musick shall be brought low;
1. All old people can identify with some (at least), if not all, of these maladies.
2. The list continues:
a. “The doors shall be shut in the streets.”
1). One explanation is that it is difficult to exit, or make entry into the house.
2). An alternative explanation is that this may go with the next clause (b), and has
to do with not being able to hear what is going on in the streets.
3). A second alternative by many commentators is that this refers to the mouth and
lips (the doors by which the mouth is opened or closed).
b. “When the sound of the grinding is low.” The ears fail to hear even the noise made
by eating. This seems to go well with the last clause.
c. “He shall rise up at the voice of the bird.” We suffer insomnia, and wake up easily.
d. “All the daughters of music shall be brought low.” Either the vocal cords are
seriously impaired, or it is not as easy to hear the music as it once was, or both. The
expression, “be brought low” seems to indicate a hearing problem. This is a big time
problem to those who have loved to sing so many beautiful songs.

12:5 Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the
almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because
man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets:
1. All older people know exactly what is going on here.
2. The list continues:
a. “When they shall be afraid of that which is high.” This is acrophobia, or fear of high
places. Older folks are not as surefooted and balanced as they once were.
b. “Fears shall be in the way.” There is fear, and they are afraid of the way. Part of this
fear may be that they do not see well.
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“The almond tree shall flourish.” This refers to the white hair that often adorns age,

and so easily falls out as does the blooms of the almond tree.

“The grasshopper (locust) shall be a burden.” The simplest of things can be a

burden. (Such as the grasshopper or locust.)

“Desire shall fail:” Even our desire to eat goes, and basic drives are gone.

Two clauses are affixed to this list:

1). “Because man goes to his long home.” Man’s long home (house) is the place
where God has prepared for righteous men to live.

2). Because “the mourners go about the streets:” These are the people who are hired
to sing at funerals.

These last two clauses indicate that death (rigor mortis) has finally come.

1). The result of this degenerative process ends in death.

2). The next verse continues this description.

12:6  Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken
at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern.
1. The result of death is further described as:

a.

b.

C.

d.

“The silver cord loosed.” The idea of the whole section and this statement is,
“remember the creator before this happens.”

“The golden bowl be broken.” The idea here is that a golden bowl is dropped, or falls
off the cabinet, or the chain holding it up comes loose, and it is the end of the bowl.
“The pitcher broken at the fountain.” It is dropped, or falls off the fountain, and it is
the end of the pitcher.

“The wheel broken at the cistern” (these all are poetic sketches of death).

2. All these are ways of showing how things finally run down, wear out, break. (Some
refer this to the spirit being released from the body, the golden bowl to the cranial cavity,
pitcher and wheel to the circulatory system.)

12:7 Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who

gave it.

1. The body will return to the earth.

a.
b.
C.

Rigor Mortis will take place. (cf. Genesis 3:19; Revelation 20:12-14)
The body will go back to the dust of the earth to await the resurrection.
The body apart from the spirit is said to be dead. (James 2:26)

2. The spirit shall return to God who gave it.  (cf. Genesis 2:7)

a.

The story of John Adams, the second president of the U.S. is unique. In old Boston,
he had grown old, when he met someone on the street who asked how he was. “John
Adams is quiet all right,” he replied. “Of course, the old house he lives in is a bit
dilapidated. I think I may move out of this old house and into one not made with
hands.”

The spirit will reside in paradise until the Lord returns again, at which time the body
will be resurrected and re-united with the spirit. The righteous will then be led back
to heaven to live eternally.
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c. This verse positively makes a difference between the body and the spirit. One is
material, and the other is immaterial (spiritual, immortal).

d. The spirit will not be absorbed into the Spirit of God, as the Pantheists teach, but will
retain its own individual existence.

3. The Bible nowhere teaches that any one will be annihilated.

a. God spoke to Moses in the bush saying, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob,” explicitly implying that they were still alive.

b. David prayed, “As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied,
when I awake, with thy likeness.” (Psalm 17:15)

c. Jesus said, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.”
(John 5:28,29)

d. There will be a judgment day. (See verse 14)

The Epilogue 8- 14

12:8 Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.
1. Solomon returns full circle to where he began.
2. Life is vanity (meaningless, futile, empty) without God.

12:9 And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea,
he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.
1. Tt is wise to teach knowledge. (cf. Proverbs)
2. Solomon, being wise, taught the people knowledge.
3. He gave good heed (thought out carefully, pondered), and searched out, and set in order
man proverbs.
a. No doubt, this refers to the book of Proverbs which was mainly written by Solomon.
b. IKings speaks of Solomon’s wisdom and proverbs: “And Solomon's wisdom excelled
the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. For
he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and
Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about. And he spake
three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.” (I Kings 4:30-32)

12:10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was
upright, even words of truth.
1. Ichose the words carefully.
a. Somebody likened what Solomon was doing to preparing a meal just right and serving
it with a sprig of parsley.
b. Good and wise preachers are always doing this.
2. What he wrote was upright and true.

12:11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies,
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which are given from one shepherd.
1. The teaching of wise men are like sharp, pointed instruments - plain, direct, convincing.
2. Nails or pins give stability to a tent.
3. Shepherd perhaps refers to King Solomon. (All kings were looked upon as shepherds of
the people.)

12:12  And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end;
and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

Solomon has not exhausted the subject.

However, if he had written more the conclusion would be the same.

And if they had been read to the point of exhaustion would it change life in any way?
“By these, my son, be admonished.” That is, by these wise words, be warned or alerted.
I can certainly testify that much study is a weariness of the flesh.

MRS

12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.
1. This is the conclusion of the whole matter.
2. The whole of man is summed up in two imperatives:
a. “Fear God.” This means to reverence him and give him the respect that he deserves.
b. “Keep his commandments”: (cf. Matthew 7:21; Hebrews 5:9; Revelation 20:14)
3. This is said to be the whole (there is no word for duty, but perhaps implied) of man.
a. The whole man is to respect God and obey him.
b. The basic elements which make for a full and happy life are set forth.

12:14 For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil.

1. Verse 14 is the motive for the respect and obedience of which Solomon spoke.

2. Every work which we have ever done will be brought into judgment.

3. There will be no such things as secrets kept from God.

4. Our lives will be laid bare — both the good and the evil.



